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The Intrinsic Significance of the Christian Life

EM Hymns: 593, 612
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He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he who loves
Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will manifest Myself to him.

Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

But whom you forgive anything, | also forgive; for also what | have forgiven, if | have forgiven
anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined in our hearts
to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God and
not out of us.

I.  The Christian life is a life of living Christ; our living should be Christ, and the
way to live Christ is to love Christ—Phil. 1:19-21a; Gal. 2:20:

Phil 1:19

Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a
Gal 2:20

A.

For | know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the bountiful

supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing | will be put to shame, but

with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body, whether through
life or through death.

For to me, to live is Christ ...
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives in me; and

the life which | now live in the flesh | live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave Himself up for me.

We can live Christ by loving Christ to the uttermost; if we do not love Christ, we cannot
live Him, and loving Him is the best way to concentrate our entire being on Him—2 Cor.
5:14; 1 John 4:19; Phil. 1:19-21a; Mark 12:30; Rev. 2:4-5; John 14:21, 23; 21:15-17; 1 Pet.
1:8; 1 Cor. 2:9; 16:22.

2 Cor5:14

1 John 4:19
Phil 1:19

Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

Mark 12:30

Rev 2:4
Rev 2:5

John 14:21

For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for
all, therefore all died;

We love because He first loved us.

For | know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing | will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.

For to me, to live is Christ ...

And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul
and from your whole mind and from your whole strength."

But | have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

Remember therefore where you have fallen from and repent and do the first works; but if
not, I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place, unless you repent.

He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will manifest
Myself to him.



John 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.

John 21:15 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of John,
do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love
You. He said to him, Feed My lambs.

John 21:16  He said to him again a second time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? He said to
Him, Yes, Lord, You know that | love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.

John 21:17 He said to him the third time, Simon, son of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved
that He said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You
know all things; You know that | love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

1Petl:8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present, yet
believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,

1 Cor 2:9 But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and which have
not come up in man's heart; things which God has prepared for those who love Him."

1 Cor 16:22 If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed! The Lord comes!

To love God means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body with the heart, soul,
mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him, that is, to let our entire being be
occupied by Him and lost in Him, so that He becomes everything to us and we are one with
Him practically in our daily life.

Mark 12:30 And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul
and from your whole mind and from your whole strength."

When we love Him, “the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” (1 Cor. 2:10);
the Greek word for searches is used in reference to active research, implying accurate
knowledge gained not by discovering but by exploring; the Spirit of God explores the
depths of God concerning Christ and shows them to us in our spirit for our realization and
participation.

To live the Christian life is to love Jesus the Son of God so that we will be loved by the
Father and the Son and enjoy the Son’s manifestation to us and Their visitation to us for
Them to make a mutual abode with us—John 14:21, 23.

John 14:21  He who has My commandments and keeps them, he is the one who loves Me; and he who
loves Me will be loved by My Father, and | will love him and will manifest Myself to him.
John 14:23  Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with him.
The Christian life is a life of loving God and loving one another with God Himself as our
love; Christ lived in this world a life of God as love, and He is now our life that we may
live the same life of love in this world and be the same as He is in His lost-one-seeking and
sinner-saving ministry journey—1 John 4:16-19; Luke 10:25-37; 19:10; Eph. 4:20-21; cf.
Gal. 5:13-15.

1John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love, and he
who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.

1John 4:17 In this has love been perfected with us, that we have boldness in the day of the
judgment because even as He is, so also are we in this world.

1John 4:18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear because fear has punishment,
and he who fears has not been perfected in love.

1John 4:19 We love because He first loved us.

Luke 10:25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, Teacher, what
should | do to inherit eternal life?

Luke 10:26  And He said to him, What is written in the law? How do you read it?

Luke 10:27 And he answered and said, "You shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart
and with your whole soul and with your whole strength and with your whole mind, and
your neighbor as yourself."

Luke 10:28 And He said to him, You have answered correctly; do this, and you shall have life.

Luke 10:29  But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbor?

Luke 10:30 Jesus, taking up the question, said, A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to

Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who having both stripped him and beat him, went
away, leaving him half dead.



Luke 10:31 And by coincidence a certain priest was going down on that road; and when he saw
him, he passed by on the opposite side.

Luke 10:32 And likewise also a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the opposite side.

Luke 10:33  But a certain Samaritan, who was journeying, came upon him; and when he saw him,
he was moved with compassion;

Luke 10:34  And he came to him and bound up his wounds and poured oil and wine on them. And
placing him on his own beast, he brought him to an inn and took care of him.

Luke 10:35 And on the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and
said, Take care of him; and whatever you spend in addition to this, when | return, |
will repay you.

Luke 10:36  Which of these three, does it seem to you, has become a neighbor to him who fell
into the hands of the robbers?

Luke 10:37 And he said, The one who showed mercy to him. And Jesus said to him, Go, and you
do likewise.

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Eph 4:20 But you did not so learn Christ,

Eph 4:21 If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him as the reality is in Jesus,

Gal 5:13 For you were called for freedom, brothers; only do not turn this freedom into an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

Gal 5:14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in this, "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself."

Gal 5:15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one
another.

To live the Christian life is to do all things in the person of Christ, in the face
of Christ—2 Cor. 2:10; 4:6-7:

2 Cor 2:10 But whom you forgive anything, | also forgive; for also what | have forgiven, if |1 have

forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

2 Cor 4:6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined in our

hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of

A

God and not out of us.
The Greek word for person is literally “face,” as in 4:6; it refers to the part around the eyes,
the look as the index of the inward thoughts and feelings, which shows forth and manifests
the whole person.
2 Cor 4:6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined

in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

The apostle Paul, who was a pattern for the believers (1 Tim. 1:16), was one who lived and
acted in the presence of Christ, according to the index of His whole person, expressed in
His eyes.

1Tim 1:16  But because of this | was shown mercy, that in me, the foremost, Jesus Christ might

display all His long-suffering for a pattern to those who are to believe on Him unto
eternal life.

Whenever our heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away from our heart, and we can
behold the Lord of glory with an unveiled face; actually, our turned-away heart is the veil;
an unveiled face is an unveiled heart to behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ—2 Cor. 3:16, 18; 4:6-7; 1 Sam. 16:7; Eph. 1:18a.

2 Cor 3:16  But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.

2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord Spirit.

2 Cor4:6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined in
our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
2 Cor 4.7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be

of God and not out of us.



1 Sam 16:7 But Jehovah said to Samuel, Do not regard his appearance and the height of his

stature, because | have rejected him. For it is not how man sees that matters; for man
looks on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looks on the heart.

Eph 1:18a  The eyes of your heart having been enlightened, that you may know what is the hope

of His calling, ...

The glory of God is in the face of Christ, and His face, His person, is the indwelling
treasure in our spirit—2 Cor. 4:6-7; 1 Pet. 3:4.

2Cor 4.6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined
in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be

of God and not out of us.

1 Pet 3:4 But the hidden man of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of a meek and quiet

spirit, which is very costly in the sight of God.

We are earthen vessels who are worthless and fragile, but within our spirit we contain a
priceless treasure, the face, the person, of Christ Himself (2 Cor. 2:10; 4:6); in the whole
universe there is nothing so precious as to behold the face of Jesus (Gen. 32:30; Exo. 25:30;
33:11, 14; Psa. 27:4, 8; Rev. 22:4):

2 Cor 2:10  But whom you forgive anything, | also forgive; for also what | have forgiven, if | have

forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;

2 Cor 4:6 Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who shined

in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.

Gen 32:30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, for, he said, | have seen God face to

face, and yet my life has been preserved.

Exo 25:30  And you shall set the bread of the Presence upon the table before Me always.
Exo 33:11 And Jehovah would speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his

companion. And Moses would return to the camp, but his attendant Joshua the son of
Nun, a young man, would not depart out of the tent.

Exo 33:14  And He said, My presence shall go with you, and | will give you rest.
Psa 27:4 One thing | have asked from Jehovah; / That do | seek: / To dwell in the house of

Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire

in His temple.
Psa 27:8 When You say, Seek My face, / To You my heart says, Your face, O Jehovah, will |
seek.
Rev 22:4 And they will see His face, and His name will be on their forehead.
1. It is only when we are living in His presence, looking at the indexof His being, that
we will sense that He is such a treasure to us; if we have some problem, we just need
to tell Him; He is right within us, and He is with us face to face—Phil. 4:6.
Phil 4.6 In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
2. Seeing God equals gaining God, which is to receive God in His element into us to

transform us (Job 42:5-6; Matt. 5:8); the very God whom we look at today is the
consummated Spirit, and we can look at Him in our spirit to absorb the riches of God
into our being and be under the divine transformation day by day (2 Cor. 3:18b; Matt.
14:22-23; Col. 4:2).

Job 42:5 I had heard of You by the hearing of the ear, / But now my eye has seen You;
Job 42:6 Therefore | abhor myself, and | repent / In dust and ashes.

Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

2 Cor 3:18b ... are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from

the Lord Spirit.

Matt 14:22  And immediately He compelled the disciples to step into the boat and to go
before Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.

Matt 14:23  And after He sent the crowds away, He went up to the mountain privately to
pray. And when night fell, He was there alone.

Col 4:2 Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,



F.  Aswe turn our heart to the Lord in our spirit to behold Him face to face and beam Him into
others (Isa. 60:1, 5), we are in the process of being transformed into His glorious image
unto the day when “we will be like Him because we will see Him even as He is”—2 Cor.
3:18-4:1; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 22:4.

Isa 60:1 Arise! Shine! For your light has come, / And the glory of Jehovah has risen upon you.
Isa 60:5 Then you will see and you will beam, / And your heart will be in awe and will swell

with joy, / For the abundance of the sea will be turned to you, / The wealth of the
nations will come to you.

2 Cor 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord Spirit.

2Cor4:1 Therefore having this ministry as we have been shown mercy, we do not lose heart;
1John 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what we will

be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see Him
even as He is.

Rev 22:4 And they will see His face, and His name will be on their forehead.

I11. To live the Christian life is to walk worthily of the calling with which we were
called—Eph. 4:1-4:

Eph 4:1

Eph 4:2
Eph 4:3
Eph 4:4

| beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with which
you were called,

With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing one another in love,

Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:

One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;

A. The first item of a walk worthy of God’s calling is for us to be diligent to keep the oneness
of the Spirit as the reality of the Body of Christ, with the transformed human virtues
strengthened by and with the divine attributes—vv. 1-4:

Eph 4:1 | beseech you therefore, |, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with
which you were called,

Eph 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing one another in love,

Eph 4:3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:

Eph 4:4 One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;

1. Inthe Spirit of the glorified Jesus, there is the transformed humanity of Jesus; to drink

of and flow out the one Spirit for the one Body is to drink of and flow out the Spirit of

the Man Jesus, to drink of and flow out the humanity of Jesus with His divinely

enriched human virtues of lowliness, meekness, and long-suffering for bearing one

another in love—John 7:37-39a; 1 Cor. 12:13; Acts 16:7; Eph. 4:2-3.

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.

John 7:39a  But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were
about to receive; ...

1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.

Acts 16:7 And when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet the Spirit
of Jesus did not allow them.

Eph 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing one another in
love,
Eph 4:3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:

If we call on the name of the Lord and feed upon Him, we will enjoy Jesus as a man,
and all the virtues of His uplifted humanity will be ours in the Spirit of Jesus for the
practice of the recovered church life in the Spirit of reality as the reality of the Body
of Christ—1 Cor. 1:2; 10:3-4, 17; 12:3b, 13; 16:13; Eph. 4:3-4a.

1Corl:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in



Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours:

1Cor10:3  And all ate the same spiritual food,

1Cor 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.

1 Cor 10:17 Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all
partake of the one bread.

1 Cor 12:3b ...and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 12:13 For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.

1 Cor 16:13 Watch, stand firm in the faith, be full-grown men, be strong.

Eph 4:3 Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:

Eph 4:4a One Body and one Spirit, ...

The second item of a walk worthy of God’s calling is for us to grow up into Christ the Head

in all things—wv. 15-16:

Eph 4:15 But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head,
Christ,

Eph 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

1. Inorder to grow up into Christ in all things for the building up of His Body, we need

to enjoy Christ as our all-inclusive, universal replacement for the producing of the one
new man, so we must “hear Him” and see “Jesus only”—Mark 9:7-8.

Mark 9:7 And a cloud appeared, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the
cloud: This is My Son, the Beloved. Hear Him!
Mark 9:8 And suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone, but Jesus

only with them.
2. Whatever or whoever is not Christ, God “fires”; God has replaced everything in His
Old Testament economy with Christ—1:1-8; Matt. 17:3-5; Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 10:5-

10; 11:5-6; cf. Isa. 22:20-25.
Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

Mark 1:2 Even as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "Behold, | send My messenger
before Your face, who will prepare Your way,

Mark 1:3 A voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; make
straight His paths."

Mark 1:4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance
for forgiveness of sins.

Mark 1:5 And all the region of Judea went out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem;
and they were baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their
sins.

Mark 1:6 And John was clothed in camel's hair and had a leather girdle around his loins,
and he ate locusts and wild honey.

Mark 1:7 And he preached, saying, He who is stronger than | comes after me, the thong
of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.

Mark 1:8 | have baptized you in water, but He Himself will baptize you in the Holy Spirit.

Matt 17:3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with Him.

Matt 17:4 And Peter answered and said to Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You
are willing, | will make three tents here, one for You and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.

Matt 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and
behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom |
have found My delight. Hear Him!

Col 2:16 Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast
or of a new moon or of the Sabbath,

Col 2:17 Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.

Heb 10:5 Therefore, coming into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering You did not
desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.



Heb 10:6
Heb 10:7

Heb 10:8

Heb 10:9

Heb 10:10

Heb 11:5

Heb 11:6

Isa 22:20
Isa 22:21

Isa 22:22

Isa 22:23

Isa 22:24

Isa 22:25

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not delight.

Then | said, Behold, | have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning
Me) to do Your will, O God."

Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for
sin You did not desire nor delight in" (which are offered according to the law),
He then has said, "Behold, | have come to do Your will." He takes away the first
that He may establish the second,

By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

By faith Enoch was translated so that he should not see death; and he was not
found, because God had translated him. For before his translation he obtained
the testimony that he had been well pleasing to God.

But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who comes
forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.

And in that day / | will call to My servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,

And | will clothe him with your tunic, / And I will strengthen him with your girding
sash, / And | will put your dominion into his hand; / And he will become a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem / And to the house of Judah.

And | will set the key of the house of David upon his shoulder

And | will drive him as a peg into a sure place, / And he will become a throne of
glory for his father's house.

And they will hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and
the issue, all the smallest vessels, from the bowls to all the jars.

In that day, declares Jehovah of hosts, the peg driven into the sure place will
be removed, even cut away, and it will fall; and the burden that was upon it will
be cut down; for Jehovah has spoken.

3. When God created us, He “hired” us; when He put us on the cross, crucifying us with
Christ, He “fired” us; when He resurrected us together with Christ, He “re-hired” us
by making us a new species of God-men, a new invention of God as His corporate
masterpiece, bringing us back to His original intention of creating us for His glory,
His corporate expression—Gen. 1:26; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:6, 10, 15; Isa. 43:7.

Gen 1:26

Gal 2:20

Eph 2:6
Eph 2:10
Eph 2:15

Isa 43:7

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which | now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

For we are His masterpiece, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand in order that we would walk in them.

Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He
might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,

Everyone who is called by My name, / Whom | have created, formed, and even
made for My glory.

The third item of a walk worthy of God’s calling is for us to learn Christ as the reality that
is in Jesus—Eph. 4:20-24:
Eph 4:20 But you did not so learn Christ,

Eph 4:21 If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him as the reality is in
Jesus,
Eph 4:22 That you put off, as regards your former manner of life, the old man, which is being

corrupted according to the lusts of the deceit,

Eph 4:23 And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind

Eph 4:24 And put on the new man, which was created according to God in righteousness and
holiness of the reality.



1. The reality is in Jesus refers to the actual condition of the life of Jesus as recorded in
the four Gospels; Jesus lived a life in which He did everything in God, with God, and
for God; God was in His living, and He was one with God—vv. 20-21.

Eph 4:20 But you did not so learn Christ,
Eph 4:21 If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him as the reality is in
Jesus,

2. In His life on earth He set up a pattern, as revealed in the four Gospels; then He was
crucified and resurrected to become the life-giving Spirit so that He might enter into
us to be our life; we learn from Him, according to His example, not by our natural life
but by Him as our life in resurrection—1 Cor. 15:45b; Col. 3:4.

1 Cor 15:45b ... the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.

3. As we love the Lord, contact Him, and pray to Him, we automatically live Him
according to the mold, the form, the pattern, described in the Gospels; in this way we
are shaped, conformed, to the image of this mold—this is what it means to learn
Christ—Matt. 11:29; Rom. 8:29.

Matt 11:29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am meek and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

D. The fourth item of a walk worthy of God’s calling is for us to live in love and light—Eph.

5:2,8:

Eph 5:2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

Eph 5:8 For you were once darkness but are now light in the Lord; walk as children of light

1. We need to be partakers, enjoyers, of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4); the divine nature
is what God is—God is Spirit (John 4:24), God is love (1 John 4:8, 16), and God is
light (1:5); Spirit is the nature of God’s person, love is the nature of God’s essence,

and light is the nature of God’s expression.

2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises
that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

1John 4:8 He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.

1John 4:16 And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love,
and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.

1John 1:5  And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

2. We all need to spend an adequate amount of personal time with the Lord to privately
fellowship with Him in our spirit so that we can be filled with His loving essence for
Him to shepherd others through us and so that we can be filled with His shining
element for others to see Him in us—John 4:24; Luke 15:20; Matt. 5:15-16.

John 4:24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.

Luke 15:20 And he rose up and came to his own father. But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion, and he ran and fell on
his neck and kissed him affectionately.

Matt 5:15 Nor do men light a lamp and place it under the bushel, but on the lampstand,;
and it shines to all who are in the house.
Matt 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your

good works and glorify your Father who is in the heavens.
E.  The fifth item of a walk worthy of God’s calling is for us to live by being filled in spirit to
overflow with Christ—Eph. 5:18:
Eph 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be filled in spirit,



Speaking, singing, psalming, giving thanks to God, and subjecting ourselves to one
another in the fear of Christ are not only the outflow of being filled in spirit but also
the way to be filled in spirit—vv. 19-21.

Eph 5:19 Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
psalming with your heart to the Lord,
Eph 5:20 Giving thanks at all times for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to

our God and Father,

Eph 5:21 Being subject to one another in the fear of Christ:

To be filled in spirit is to be filled with the riches of Christ to become the fullness of

Christ, the overflow of Christ; by calling on the Lord and pray-reading His Word, we

can continually receive Him as grace upon grace to become His fullness, His

overflow—3:8; 1:23; 3:19b; Rom. 10:12-13; Eph. 6:17-18; John 1:16.

Eph 3:8 To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

Eph 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Eph 3:19b ... that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God.

Rom 10:12  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of
all and rich to all who call upon Him;

Rom 10:13  For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

Eph 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is
the word of God,

Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,

John 1:16 For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

IV. To live the Christian life is for us to accept the discipline of the Holy Spirit:

God wants to take away our taste and change our scent by our accepting the discipline of
the Holy Spirit, which is God’s emptying us from vessel to vessel for the removal of the
lees, the dregs, of our natural outer man until we have the pure taste of Christ and exude the

pure fragrance of Christ—Jer. 48:11; 2 Cor. 2:14-15; S. S. 4:16; 2 Kings 4:8-9:
Jer 48:11 Moab has been at ease from his youth; / And he is settled on his lees / And has not

A.

been emptied from vessel to vessel; / Nor has he gone into exile. / Therefore his taste
remains in him, / And his scent is not changed.

2 Cor 2:14  But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in the Christ and manifests the

savor of the knowledge of Him through us in every place.

2 Cor 2:15 For we are a fragrance of Christ to God in those who are being saved and in those

who are perishing:

S.S.4:16 Awake, O north wind; / And come, O south wind! / Blow upon my garden: / Let its

spices flow forth; / Let my beloved come into his garden / And eat his choicest fruit.

2 Kings 4:8 And one day Elisha was passing through Shunem; and there was a wealthy woman

there, who compelled him to have a meal. So whenever he passed through, he would
turn aside and have a meal there.

2 Kings 4:9 And she said to her husband, Now | know that this man who continually passes

1.

through unto us is a holy man of God.
“The Father of spirits” disciplines us through trials and chastisement “that we might
partake of His holiness”—Heb. 12:4-13.

Heb 12:4 You have not yet resisted unto blood, struggling against sin,

Heb 12:5 And you have completely forgotten the exhortation which reasons with you as
with sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint
when reproved by Him;

Heb 12:6 For whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He
receives."

Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons. For what
son is there whom the father does not discipline?

Heb 12:8 But if you are without discipline, of which all sons have become partakers, then

you are illegitimate and not sons.



Heb 12:9 Furthermore we have had the fathers of our flesh as discipliners and we
respected them; shall we not much more be in subjection to the Father of
spirits and live?

Heb 12:10  For they disciplined for a few days as it seemed good to them; but He, for what
is profitable that we might partake of His holiness.

Heb 12:11  Now no discipline at the present time seems to be a matter of joy, but of grief;
but afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have
been exercised by it.

Heb 12:12  Therefore set straight the hands which hang down and the paralyzed knees,

Heb 12:13  And make straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be put out of
joint but rather may be healed.

2.  Those who have never gone through trials and chastisement have not been emptied
from vessel to vessel; thus, the taste of the lees, the dregs, the sediment, of their
natural disposition, their outer man, their self, remains within them and their scent is

not changed—1Jer. 48:11; Rom. 8:28-29; S. S. 4:16.
Jer 48:11 Moab has been at ease from his youth; / And he is settled on his lees / And has
not been emptied from vessel to vessel, / Nor has he gone into exile. /
Therefore his taste remains in him, / And his scent is not changed.
Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.
Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;
S.S.4:16 Awake, O north wind; / And come, O south wind! / Blow upon my garden: / Let
its spices flow forth; / Let my beloved come into his garden / And eat his
choicest fruit.
Mary had an alabaster flask filled with a pound of ointment of very valuable pure nard;
when she broke the flask and poured it out on the Lord, “the house was filled with the

fragrance of the ointment”™—John 12:2-3; Mark 14:3; cf. S. S. 1:12.

John 12:2 Therefore they made Him a supper there; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of
the ones reclining at table with Him.

John 12:3 Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

Mark 14:3 And while He was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He reclined at table,
a woman came, having an alabaster flask of ointment, of very costly pure nard, and
she broke the alabaster flask and poured it over His head.

S.S. 112 While the king was at his table, / My spikenard gave forth its fragrance.

The alabaster flask signifies our outer man, which needs to be broken so that the inner man

can break forth; the Lord works in us and on us in so many different ways for the purpose

of breaking the earthen vessel, the alabaster flask, the outer shell—2 Cor. 4:7; John 12:3,

24; Rom. 8:28-29.

2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be
of God and not out of us.

John 12:3 Then Mary took a pound of ointment, of very valuable pure nard, and anointed the
feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the ointment.

John 12:24  Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Rom 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.

Rom 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

What we are by nature means nothing; only what the Spirit constitutes into our being

counts; the discipline of the Holy Spirit destroys our natural disposition and habits and

brings in the constitution of the Holy Spirit in maturity and sweetness; God orders

everything in our environment to tear down what we are naturally so that He may form in
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us a new disposition, new character, and new attributes—John 3:6; 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15.

John 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

2 Cor5:17  Sothen if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away;
behold, they have become new.

Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what
matters.

E. There are two main reasons for not being broken:
1. A person is not broken because he is living in darkness; in all that happens to him, he
puts all the blame on other people or the environment; he has no revelation of God’s

hand and that God is the One who is dealing with him—cf. Job 10:13; Eph. 3:9.

Job 10:13 But You have hidden these things in Your heart; / | know that this is with You:

Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is,
which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,

2. A person is not broken because he loves himself too much; we have to ask God to
remove self-love from us; all misunderstandings and dissatisfactions arise from only
one thing—secret self-love.

F.  We need to realize that everything through which we pass has only one purpose—that

God’s life would be released through us and expressed in us; may our outer man be broken

to such an extent that the inner man can be released and expressed; this is precious, and this

is the way of the servants of the Lord—John 12:24-26; 2 Cor. 4:12.

John 12:24  Truly, truly, | say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

John 12:25 He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life in this world shall
keep it unto eternal life.

John 12:26  If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where | am, there also My servant will
be. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.

2 Cor 4:12  So then death operates in us, but life in you.

Fellowship concerning
the Breaking of the Outer Man for the Release of the Spirit
and the Expression of God

We have to know why God has put us in the world. He has put us in the world so that our presence
would create a hunger and thirst for righteousness in sinners, believers, and the world. In our work, we
have to create a hunger within others. There must be an enigmatic freshness, power, nourishment, and
supply within us that will drive others to seek after God by our presence. Others should have a desire to
seek after God as a result of meeting us and speaking to us. If we always see others and communicate
with them without creating a desire within them for God, it means that we have failed. If our reading of
the Bible, prayer, service, and gospel preaching do not produce such a powerful hunger within man,
our work has failed. (The Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 42, p. 238)

Second Kings 4 gives us the account of the Shunammite woman’s reception of Elisha. The Bible
says that “one day Elisha was passing through Shunem; and there was a wealthy woman there, who
compelled him to have a meal. So whenever he passed through, he would turn aside and have a meal
there. And she said to her husband, Now | know that this man who continually passes through unto us
is a holy man of God” (vv. 8-9). Elisha passed through Shunem. He did not give one message or
perform one miracle. Every time he passed through, he turned aside and had a meal there. The woman
identified him as a man of God by the way he took his meal. This was the impression that Elisha gave
to others.

Today we have to ask ourselves, “What is the impression that we give to others? What is the thing
that comes out of us?” We have spoken repeatedly that the outer man must be broken. If the outer man is
not broken, the impression that others receive from us will be nothing but the outer man. Everytime we
contact others, we may give them an unpleasant feeling that we are self-loving, stubborn, and proud.
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Or we may give them an impression that we are clever and extremely eloquent. Perhaps we give others
a so-called good impression. But does this impression satisfy God? Does it meet the church’s need?
God is not satisfied, and the church has no need of our so-called good impressions.

...If the outer man is not broken, our spirit will not be released, and the impression we give to
others will not be an impression of the spirit.

...What generates an impression in others is the strongest spots we have in ourselves. (The
Collected Works of Watchman Nee, vol. 54, “The Breaking of the Outer Man and the Release of the
Spirit,” pp. 238, 237)
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