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Message Four 

Abiding in Christ as the True Vine 
JL Hymns: 745 

Scripture Reading: John 15:1, 4-5, 7; 1 John 2:6, 27-28; 3:24; 4:13, 15; Rom. 8:4 
John 15:1 I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so 

neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for 

apart from Me you can do nothing. 
John 15:7 If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. 
1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk even as He walked. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you have no 

need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you concerning all things and is true 
and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide in Him. 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, so that if He is manifested, we may have boldness and not 
be put to shame from Him at His coming. 

1 John 3:24 And he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And in this we know that He 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He gave to us. 

1 John 4:13 In this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, that He has given to us of His Spirit. 
1 John 4:15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him and he in God. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the 

flesh but according to the spirit. 
 

I. The Lord Jesus said, “I am the true vine”—John 15:1a; cf. Rev. 14:18: 
Rev 14:18 And another angel came out of the altar, he who has authority over fire, and he cried with a 

loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, Send forth your sharp sickle and gather 
the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripened. 

A. This true vine (the Son) with its branches (the believers in the Son) is the organism of the 

Triune God in God’s economy. 

B. This organism grows with His riches and expresses His divine life. 
 

II. As branches in the vine, we need to abide in the vine—John 15:4-5: 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; 

for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

A. To be in the Lord is a matter of union; to abide in the Lord is a matter of fellowship—1 

Cor. 1:9, 30. 
1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

B. Our abiding in Christ as the vine depends on our seeing a clear vision that we are branches 

in the vine; once we see that we are branches in the vine, we need to maintain the 

fellowship between us and the Lord—John 15:2. 
John 15:2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes it away; and every branch that 

bears fruit, He prunes it that it may bear more fruit. 

C. The Christian life is a life of abiding in the Lord—1 John 2:6, 27-28; 3:24; 4:13, 15.  
1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk even as He walked. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and 

you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you concerning all 
things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide in Him. 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, so that if He is manifested, we may have 
boldness and not be put to shame from Him at His coming. 

1 John 3:24 And he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And in this we 
know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He gave to us. 
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1 John 4:13 In this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, that He has given to us of His 
Spirit. 

1 John 4:15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him and he in God. 

D. Our abiding in Christ is the condition of His abiding in us—John 15:5a. 
John 15:5a I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, … 

E. Apart from the vine, we are nothing, we have nothing, and we can do nothing—v. 5b.  
John 15:5b … He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can 

do nothing. 

F. Only when the branches abide in the vine can the vine be everything to them. 
 

III. We abide in Christ so that He may abide in us by caring for the inward 

teaching of the all-inclusive anointing—1 John 2:27: 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you 

have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you concerning all things 
and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide in Him. 

A. We abide in the divine fellowship with Christ by experiencing the cleansing of the Lord’s 

blood and the application of the anointing Spirit to our inner being—John 15:4-5; 1 John 

1:5, 7; 2:20, 27. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in 

the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin. 
1 John 2:20 And you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know. 
1 John 2:27 And as for you, the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and 

you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you 
concerning all things and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, abide 
in Him. 

B. Christ as the Head is the anointed One and the anointing One, and we are His members 

enjoying Him as the inner anointing for the fulfillment of His purpose—Heb. 1:9; 3:14; 2 

Cor. 1:21-22. 
Heb 1:9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has 

anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners"; 
Heb 3:14 For we have become partners of Christ, if indeed we hold fast the beginning of the 

assurance firm to the end-- 
2 Cor 1:21 But the One who firmly attaches us with you unto Christ and has anointed us is God, 
2 Cor 1:22 He who has also sealed us and given the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 

C. The anointing, as the moving and working of the compound Spirit within us, anoints God 

into us so that we may be saturated with God, possess God, and understand the mind of 

God; the anointing communicates the mind of Christ as the Head of the Body to His 

members by the inner sense, the inner consciousness, of life—Psa. 133; 1 Cor. 2:16; Rom. 

8:6, 27. 
Psa 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity! 
Psa 133:2 It is like the fine oil upon the head / That ran down upon the beard, / Upon Aaron's 

beard, / That ran down upon the hem of his garments; 
Psa 133:3 Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For there 

Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever. 
1 Cor 2:16 For who has known the mind of the Lord and will instruct Him? But we have the mind 

of Christ. 
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
Rom 8:27 But He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 

intercedes for the saints according to God. 
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IV. To abide in the Lord is to be one spirit with Him, that is, to live in the mingled 

spirit—1 Cor. 6:17: 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

A. The essence of the New Testament is the two spirits—the divine Spirit and the human 

spirit—mingled together as one—v. 17; Rom. 8:4. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 

B. The union of these two spirits is the deepest mystery in the Bible. 

C. The expression one spirit indicates the mingling of the Lord as the Spirit with our spirit—1 

Cor. 6:17: 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

1. The spirit, which is the mingling of our spirit and the Lord’s Spirit into one spirit, is 

both the Spirit of the Lord and our spirit—Rom. 8:4; 2 Cor. 3:17; 1 Cor. 15:45. 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not 

walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
1 Cor 15:45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam 

became a life-giving Spirit. 

2. All our spiritual experiences, such as our fellowship with the Lord, our prayer to Him, 

and our living with Him, are in this mingled spirit. 

D. The focus of God’s economy is the mingled spirit, the divine Spirit mingled with the human 

spirit; whatever God intends to do or accomplish is related to this focus—Eph. 3:5, 9; 1:17; 

2:22; 5:18; 6:18: 
Eph 3:5 Which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now 

been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in spirit, 
Eph 3:9 And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which 

throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things, 
Eph 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him, 
Eph 2:22 In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
Eph 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be filled in spirit, 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto 

this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 

1. By being one spirit with the Lord, we can experience Him as the all-inclusive One—1 

Cor. 1:2, 24, 30; 2:7-8, 10; 3:11; 5:7-8; 10:3-4; 11:3; 12:12; 15:20, 23, 45, 47. 
1 Cor 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours: 

1 Cor 1:24 But to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. 

1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

1 Cor 2:7 But we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom which has been hidden, 
which God predestined before the ages for our glory, 

1 Cor 2:8 Which none of the rulers of this age have known; for if they had known, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory; 

1 Cor 2:10 But to us God has revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all 
things, even the depths of God. 

1 Cor 3:11 For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

1 Cor 5:7 Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are 
unleavened; for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed. 

1 Cor 5:8 So then let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
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1 Cor 10:3 And all ate the same spiritual food, 
1 Cor 10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which 

followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
1 Cor 11:3 But I want you to know that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the 

head of the woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
1 Cor 12:12 For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of 

the body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ. 
1 Cor 15:20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 
1 Cor 15:23 But each one in his own order: the firstfruits, Christ; then those who are Christ's 

at His coming; 
1 Cor 15:45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam 

became a life-giving Spirit. 
1 Cor 15:47 The first man is out of the earth, earthy; the second man is out of heaven. 

2. We can experience Christ and take Christ as everything because we have become one 

spirit with Him. 

3. For anyone who is one spirit with the Lord, the supply is inexhaustible. 

E. The mingled spirit is a spirit that is one spirit with God and that is the same as God in His 

life and nature but not in His Godhead—1 John 5:11; 2 Pet. 1:4: 
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son. 
2 Pet 1:4 Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that 

through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption which is in the world by lust. 

1. The divine Spirit and the human spirit are mingled as one within us so that we can live 

the life of a God-man, a life that is God yet man and man yet God—Gal. 2:20; Phil. 

1:19-21a. 
Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives 

in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Phil 1:19 For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and 
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 

2. The God-man living is the living of the two spirits joined and mingled together as 

one. 

F. To be one spirit with the Lord implies that we are in Him and He is in us and that we and 

He are one in life—John 3:16; 1 John 5:12. 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone who 

believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life. 
1 John 5:12 He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 

have the life. 

G. To be proper Christians, we must know that the Lord Jesus today as the embodiment of the 

Triune God is the Spirit indwelling our spirit and mingled with our spirit—2 Cor. 3:17; 1 

Cor. 15:45; 6:17. 
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
1 Cor 15:45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam 

became a life-giving Spirit. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

H. The Bible requires that we walk according to the mingled spirit—Rom. 8:4: 
Rom 8:4 That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the spirit. 

1. The key to everything is found in the wonderful Spirit who is in our regenerated spirit 

and who has become one spirit with our spirit. 
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2. To live in the spirit is to let Christ fill and saturate us until He permeates our whole 

being and is thereby expressed through us—Eph. 3:17. 
Eph 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, 

3. The mutual abiding in John 15:4-5 is the practice of being one spirit with the Lord. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it 

abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he 

bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
 

V. Effective prayers are the issue of our abiding in the Lord and of His words 

abiding in us—v. 7: 
John 15:7 If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done 

for you. 

A. Prayer is man cooperating and co-working with God, allowing God to express Himself 

through man and thus accomplish His purpose; a praying one will cooperate with God, 

work together with God, and allow God to express Himself and His desire from within him 

and through him—Rom. 8:26-27; James 5:17: 
Rom 8:26 Moreover, in like manner the Spirit also joins in to help us in our weakness, for we do 

not know for what we should pray as is fitting, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

Rom 8:27 But He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
intercedes for the saints according to God. 

James 5:17 Elijah was a man of like feeling with us, and he earnestly prayed that it would not rain; 
and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. 

1. Prayer is the flowing between man and God and the mutual contact between man and 

God. 

2. The real significance of prayer is to contact God in our spirit and to absorb God 

Himself—Eph. 6:18. 
Eph 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching 

unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints, 

3. The way to experience the indwelling Christ and to live Christ is to pray in a genuine 

way—Col. 1:27; 3:4; Phil. 1:20-21a. 
Col 1:27 To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory, 
Col 3:4 When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in 

glory. 
Phil 1:20 According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to 

shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether through life or through death. 

Phil 1:21a For to me, to live is Christ … 

4. We need the kind of prayer that brings us into contact with the Lord, prayer that 

causes us to be one with Him in our spirit—2 Tim. 4:22; 1 Cor. 6:17. 
2 Tim 4:22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you. 
1 Cor 6:17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. 

B. When we abide in the Lord, and His words abide in us, there will be a desire in us that 

comes out of His words—John 15:7; 1 John 5:14-15: 
John 15:7 If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be 

done for you. 
1 John 5:14 And this is the boldness which we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according 

to His will, He hears us. 
1 John 5:15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests which we have asked from Him. 

1. We will touch the Lord’s feeling and understand His intention; then spontaneously, 

we will have His desire in us. 
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2. His desire will become our desire, what He wants will be what we want, and we will 

pray according to this desire. 

3. The Lord will answer this kind of prayer because it issues from our abiding in the 

Lord and from His words abiding in us. 
 

VI. When we abide in Christ and Christ abides in us, we can have the church 

life—John 15:4-5; 1 Cor. 1:2, 9, 30; 12:27: 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the 

vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit; 

for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
1 Cor 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every 
place, who is theirs and ours: 

1 Cor 1:9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

1 Cor 1:30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 

1 Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

A. We can have the genuine church life only by living in the mingled spirit; we should remain 

in this mingled spirit for the church life—1:2; 12:27. 
1 Cor 1:2 To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ 

Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours: 

1 Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

B. The church life is a life of loving one another—John 15:12, 17. 
John 15:12 This is My commandment, that you love one another even as I have loved you. 
John 15:17 These things I command you that you may love one another. 

C. When we abide in Christ as the vine, we participate in the wonderful fellowship among the 

co-branches—vv. 4-5; 1 John 1:3-7. 
John 15:4 Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in 

the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 
1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have 

fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ. 

1 John 1:4 And these things we write that our joy may be made full. 
1 John 1:5 And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you, that 

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
1 John 1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and 

are not practicing the truth; 
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin. 

  


