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Week Three
Life and Building in Peter’s Epistles
Hymns: 1242

Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 1:8; 2:1-5, 9; 2 Pet. 1:3-4
§ Day 1

I. The central thought of Peter's Epistles and of the entire
Scripture is life and building—1 Pet. 1:23; 2:2-5; 2 Pet.
1:3-4:

A.Life is the Triune God embodied in Christ and realized as the Spirit
dispensing Himself into us for our enjoyment, and building is the
church, the Body of Christ, God's spiritual house, as the enlargement and
expansion of God for the corporate expression of God—Gen. 2:8-9, 22;
Matt. 16:18; Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:16.

B. Christ as the seed of life is the power of life within us that has granted to
us all things which relate to life and godliness for the building up of the
church as the rich surplus of life and the expression of life through the
growth and development of life—2 Pet. 1:3-4; cf. Acts 3:15; Hymns, #203,
stanza 4.

§ Day 2

II. God's goal is to have a spiritual house built up with living
stones—1 Pet. 2:5:
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— EHEMG A G, ABERATRRGFT, H%&  AAslife to us, Christ is the incorruptible seed; for God's building, He is the
e EE, MRAELE—— 23, Z 4, living stone—1:23; 2:4.

Z R E N, ZAMRIRT —AF 4%, R  B.AtPeter's conversion the Lord gave him a new name, Peter—a stone (John
WE—h%k: (H—42; ) SHBFELTAE 1:42); when Peter received the revelation concerning Christ, the Lord

WeTZE, Tt—FBTHAEL—rFk; revealed further that He was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:18); by these
(K+5518; ) XAMHFLMBARL NN L, two incidents Peter received the impression that both Christ and His
AR T At ERAR ARG ZENTE L, believers are living stones for God's building (1 Pet. 2:4-8; Acts 4:11; Isa.

(RAT=4~8, W11, £F=A16, TW7, ) 28:16; Zech. 4:7).

= AMIEALEENER, 5 ZT4EMTL,  CWe, the believers in Christ, are living stones as the duplication of
CRAEL, FEABOLH: RNMRARARL Christ through regeneration and transformation; we were created
way, (FAN, ) BETan, FH5ETHX of clay (Rom. 9:21), but at regeneration we received the seed of the
AT, RAFTARMNEBDKK, i divine life, which by its growing in us transforms us into living stones
EMEHHAEL. (KAT=5. ) (1 Pet. 2:5).

[A=] § Day 3

AMWEEREN, TAREKK; B4 IILSince God's building is living, it is growing; the actual
MERALFENER, NRAREEREREAGH building up of the church as the house of God is by the
KK—9h = 21: believers' growth in life—Eph. 2:21:

— BMEAEAGEERAELGTZKRKK, L Aln order to grow in life for God's building, we must love the Lord, take
23, BEAMHR, Wk FEMNGS, @ heed to our spirit, and guard our heart with all vigilance to stay on the

BAAGHBRZE—KRAT—8, =2, 5, =4, pathway of life—1 Pet. 1:8; 2:2, 5; 3:4, 15; Prov. 4:18-23; Deut. 10:12;
15, AW 18~23, ¥+ 12, T+= 30, Mark 12:30.

ZEMEEABENAGEAMNEZ®ARLEM, 3 B.If we want Christ's life to be unhindered in us, we must experience
LG T FRGEAE AL BRANOTH the breaking of the cross, the killing death of Christ in the all-inclusive
AR, AREIRENEL, ERMNEAH Spirit of Christ as the Spirit of glory, so that the following obstacles
[ A3 R ¢ MPAT AR K, e T AT —— kAT — within us can be dealt with and removed—1 Pet. 1:11; 4:14; Psa.
11, W14, F—=7/23 ~ 24: 139:23-24:

| (EAEENEEEA UEE ML B 3] 1. Being a Christian means not taking anything other than Christ as our aim; the
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obstacle to this is not knowing the pathway of life and not taking Christ as
our life—Matt. 7:13-14; Phil. 3:8-14; Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:28-29.

2. The second obstacle is hypocrisy; a person's spirituality is not determined by
outward appearance but by how he takes care of Christ—Matt. 6:1-6; 15:7-8;
John 5:44; 12:42-43; cf. Josh. 7:21.

3. The third obstacle is rebellion; we may be very active and zealous in
doing things but still imprison and disobey the living Christ within us
by ignoring Him—Lev. 14:9, 14-18; 11:1-2, 46-47; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor.
15:33.

4. The fourth obstacle is our natural capabilities; if these natural capabilities
remain unbroken in us, they will become a problem to Christ's life—2:14-15;
3:12,16-17; Jude 19; cf. Lev. 10:1-2.

§ Day 4

C.In order to grow in life for God's building, we must put away "all malice
and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings"—1 Pet.
2:1.

D.In order to grow in life for God's building, we must be nourished with the
guileless milk of God's word—v. 2:

1. The guileless milk is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man
through the understanding of our rational mind and is assimilated by our
mental faculties—Rom. 8:6; cf. Deut. 11:18.

2. Although the nourishing milk of the word is for the soul through the mind, it
eventually nourishes the spirit, making us not soulish but spiritual, suitable
for being built up as a spiritual house of God—cf. 1 Cor. 2:15.

3.In order to enjoy the milk of the word, to taste God with His goodness
in the word, we must receive His word by means of all prayer and
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AT =3 HAR1T~18 F——JL15°23 48> muse on His word—1 Pet. 2:3; Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15, 23, 48, 78,
78099 > 148 : 99, 148:

a BB G E PN mE ~ =T ——1#Hl a.To muse on the word is to taste and enjoy it through careful
Z2~30 H—103 e considering—1 Pet. 2:2-3; Psa. 119:103.

b #& ~ WHCOWIENFET - el afE B EIE b.Prayer, speaking to oneself, and praising the Lord may also be included
BAE R AT o HREE R E R in musing on the word; to muse on the word is to "chew the cud," to
i ——FF—3 - receive the word of God through much reconsideration—Lev. 11:3.

4 BAMEEZERAEBEETZFENY > FEFEmME 4. By feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk in the word, we grow unto full
Ko RFZ 2R > AT BRI ESE  RA salvation, unto maturity through transformation for glorification; salvation in
TECTNERO BT B E RS E - 1 Peter 2:2 is a matter of transformation for God's building.

SENER PR MR ERITEX “AkE 5.We enjoy the "milk-Christ" to nourish us so that we may be transformed
B b s SRR o (FERAVE - with Him as the "stone-Christ" and be built up as the "Body-Christ," as God's
N ERINEEIR L ——2 ~ 5T M+ 12~ 13- spiritual house into a holy priesthood—vv. 2-5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13.

[AA] § Day 5

H IHMRRE, LR ARBOEZEA, 752 IV. The holy priesthood, the coordinated body of priests, is the
BiER R B RGB; HEEE-AB R built-up spiritual house; God wants a spiritual house for His
BREAE, AR—NEE A, —AEREGE 3] dwelling and a priestly body, a corporate priesthood, for His
W&, REAM—KATZS, E +/.5~ 6: service—1 Pet. 2:5; Exo. 19:5-6:

— &M “REFKLOAL, REZHRIKZ, A.We are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
TEAGEE, RERESLGTR” (AT acquired for a possession” (1 Pet. 2:9)—chosen race denotes our
Z9) —FHEENEL, BEAMNAER T descent from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our

BHEHREARE, BAMZF AW, FH8 being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our
BE, K&MRAEA—RAEFHEAKR, £ preciousness to God.
W F TR, AR ZTH

— AMAKGRAEFR, HAZHIE %MI‘] # 2 B.Our corporate priestly service is to tell out as the gospel the virtues of the
. ARG AE G ERE (9) FRT, E& One who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (v. 9) so
AT “A A BRER AR B AR EAY BT BLN G B R B that we may "offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
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(5F; ) ELB RGN Christ" (v. 5b); these spiritual sacrifices are:

F&*WEIEIQ’jﬁ%EP PIERYIHTSERT - RRES ~ AR - 1. Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices of the 0ld Testament types, such as
WA BGRES  BRREE —— M —~T1 - the burnt offering, meal offering, peace offering, sin offering, and trespass

offering—Lev. 1—5.
D WAVERES T RCRIEREE AN TE AN —F 2. The sinners saved by our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ—

116 Rom. 15:16.
3BATNEAK ~ B ~ HAMHENSE—FZ 1 3. Our body, our praises, and the things we do for God—12:1; Heb. 13:15-16;
Kt=15~16 HE4 18 - Phil. 4:18.
[A7X] § Day 6
= &M@ EEG— B EA, HLARATHEZ{Z  C Al our priestly service to the Lord must originate from Him as "the
“EEWAT, mARRATAMAT; &M —n God of measure" and not from ourselves; all our priestly service must
RAFR, ALRBEMN] FRAR, LG A be according to His leading and His limitation, as we allow His death to
AMEBEBAT, EALEGEPRAEE RN A operate in us, so that His resurrection life can be imparted through us
A—wET13, #4+=24 ——15~22, ¥TF into others—2 Cor. 10:13; John 12:24; 21:15-22; 2 Sam. 7:18, 25, 27; Luke
£ 18, 25, 27, %—37~38, #H~2O%F. 1:37-38; Hymns, #907.
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WEEK 3 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

2 Pet. 1:3-4 Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things
which relate to life and godliness, through the full knowledge of Him
who has called us by His own glory and virtue, through which He has
granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that through these
you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.

The matter of life and its issue, which is the building,...is actually the theme
of the whole New Testament. Life is simply the Triune God, who, after passing
through a lengthy process, became the Spirit of life...The building is the church,
the Body of Christ. This building comes out of life. The church is the issue of the
divine life.

Once we receive this life,...it begins to grow within us, to saturate us, to
transform us, and to build us together as God’s dwelling place. In this age His
dwelling place is the church; in the eternal age it is the New Jerusalem. The
dwelling place is the issue of God’s being life to us. As His life within us grows,
we are transformed; the purpose of this transformation is the building up of
God’s dwelling place. Growth, transformation, and building are the crucial
points in the New Testament. (CWWL, 1980, vol. 2, “The Completing Ministry of
Paul,” p. 203)

God wants us to express Him...Our created life cannot express God. In
order to express God, we must have the life of God. This life is the divine
life, the eternal life. Actually, this life is the Triune God embodied in Christ,
who is realized as the life-giving Spirit. (Life-study of Deuteronomy, p.
150)

Today’s Reading

God has...given us the marvelous and mysterious divine power. God as the
divine power passed through creation, redemption, and resurrection to become
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the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b)...The visible things of the creation came
into being through God’s divine power. Redemption was also accomplished
by God’s divine power. The one man Jesus could die on behalf of all men to
accomplish an eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12) because of the divine power.
Today as the life-giving Spirit, He offers Himself to us as the divine power in
resurrection. When we receive the Lord Jesus, the very Triune God enters into
us as life in resurrection, [which] is the divine power.

The divine power in 2 Peter 1:3 is the power of the divine life, and this
divine life power has given us all things that relate to life and godliness. The
things that relate to life are inexhaustible. They include the law of life (Rom. 8:2;
Heb. 8:10), humility, wisdom, rejoicing, love, joy, hope, submission, goodness,
meekness, kindness, long-suffering, and peace. Everything related to life has
been given to us. The life power within the seed of a certain plant includes
everything related to the plant. The life power within the seed includes the
stem, branches, leaves, blossoms, flowers, and fruit of the plant. Within the
power of the divine life as the seed in us are all the things necessary for the
growth of the divine life. In the divine power are virtues such as love, patience,
humility, kindness, and long-suffering. The divine power, the power of life,
includes all things needed not only for life inwardly but also for godliness
outwardly.

[Another] category of great things given to us by God is the precious
and exceedingly great promises. The promises in 2 Peter 1:4 are mainly
related to our spiritual life. These are promises for the inner life and
the outward expression of life. One such promise is in Ephesians 3:20...
This promise to do above all that we ask or think is not concerning the
material things of the present life but concerning the spiritual things for
the church life. The Lord is going to do superabundantly above all that
we ask or think for the church life, according to the inner working power
that operates in us. Other precious and exceedingly great promises are
in Matthew 28:20; John 6:57; 7:38-39; 10:28-29; 14:19-20, 23; 15:5;
and 16:13-15. (CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the
Scriptures,” pp. 512-513)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1969, vol. 2, “The Crucial Revelation of Life in the
Scriptures,” ch. 16
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WEEK 3 — DAY 2

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:4-5 Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God
chosen and precious, you yourselves also, as living stones, are being built
up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

A living stone is one that not only possesses life but also grows in life. This
is Christ for God’s building. [In 1 Peter 2:4-5] Peter changed his metaphor
from a seed, which is of the vegetable life (1:23-24), to a stone, which is of the
minerals. The seed is for life-planting; the stone is for building (2:5)...As life to
us, Christ is the seed; for God’s building, He is the stone. After receiving Him
as the seed of life, we need to grow that we may experience Him as the stone
living in us. Thus He will make us also living stones, transformed with His
stone nature, that we may be built together with others as a spiritual house
upon Him as both the foundation and the cornerstone (Isa. 28:16). (1 Pet. 2:4,
footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like Christ, through
regeneration and transformation. We were created of clay (Rom. 9:21). But at
regeneration we received the seed of the divine life, which by its growing in
us, transforms us into living stones. At Peter’s conversion the Lord gave him
a new name, Peter—a stone (John 1:42). When Peter received the revelation
concerning Christ, the Lord revealed further that He also was the rock—a
stone (Matt. 16:16-18)...Both Christ and His believers are stones for God’s
building.

By our natural birth we are clay, not stones...Man was made from the
dust of the ground [Gen. 2:7]. Romans 9 reveals that we are vessels of clay.
How, then, can we become stones? We become stones through the process of
transformation.
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When Peter first met the Lord Jesus, the Lord changed his name from Simon
to Peter...John 1:42 says, “Looking at him, Jesus said, You are Simon, the son
of John; you shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter).”Peter means
“a stone.”...When the Lord called him Peter, a stone, that meant that he would
certainly become a stone. Whatever the Lord says to us will be fulfilled. If He
says, “You are gold,” then you will be golden. The Lord knew that when He
changed Simon’s name to Peter, a stone, he would become a stone.

In John 1:42 Peter was told that he was a stone. Then sometime later, in
Caesarea Philippi, in answer to the Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I
am?” Peter, receiving the revelation from the Father, said, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.” To this the Lord Jesus replied, “And I also say to you
that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church” (Matt. 16:18).
Here the Lord indicated that He is the rock upon which the church is built and
that Peter is a stone.

No doubt, these two incidents, the one recorded in John 1 and the other in
Matthew 16, were deeply impressed into Peter’s being. He could never forget
those events. It must have been from these experiences that Peter obtained
the concept of living stones for the building of the spiritual house, which is the
church. When Peter wrote this portion of 1 Peter, he wrote it according to the
impression these events made upon him.

First Peter 2:5 says that we, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house. However, we all are clay. How can we be built up? In order to be built
up as a spiritual house, we need to become stones. But how can we actually
become living stones? We become living stones by coming to Christ as the living
stone (v. 4). We may use petrified wood as an illustration of transformation...
Over a long period of time, water has been flowing over wood and through it.
By means of this flow of water, the substance of the wood is changed into stone.
On the one hand, the element of wood is carried away; on the other hand, the
element of stone is brought in to replace the element of wood. In this way the
wood becomes stone. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 151-152)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 18

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 3 - Page 4



~— ~—
— —
e e

YRS

=21 “EAEdE, AERE—L, KREE
LS S

AR 23 “ArEIin Rk FARS, HAAEGa R
RZF 8o 7

XEEEH, (FEr=5, ) IlEEKA, K
REB., BoXHNRALNESE, TEEFRER
Ealk ik, (XEKER, B 21 F 4, )

2 ANEKE, BTULAE A4 EHWEL, #EEFEN
AT AR A EE, FTUEEELEG., (2%
FTXE—NE=ZFF—M, —+LHT,

ERHIE

—HREENE T, TREARL, LEF DA
HANERF AWM, EXRETRETF, THES
F, THEXE, AN ECLTMERE, TAEK
E. LWAGEHAM, MEECERN. F K,
e PN ﬁ? EH 2R, itz AN E EEE
HEEE. W EH LR, TARER
i,E%MﬁfﬁN%,E%MT@%#,A%A%
ﬁ? MAFEREEREL, EZBER, EZHHE

B, XELE|IELWEE . BEREXMLE D
ﬁ%z%i% ETEMERE, R “BR” R?
HAXEE, —MAEETER, TETHEHENA,
JIE T A e g, -EagtBEWET, £
EEE, EafEER. LIAEMH. 2. 210,
%Tmé@o%u AL T % 2445 LHBIETAE,
HE R AR, AT — R AR

O NEFERETEMEEGS - FE 3 A RMES -E 51

WEEK 3 — DAY 3
Morning Nourishment

Eph. 2:21 In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into
a holy temple in the Lord.

Prov. 4:23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it are the issues of
life.

Since the building is living (1 Pet. 2:5), it is growing. It grows into a holy
temple. The actual building of the church as the house of God is by the
believers’ growth in life. (Eph. 2:21, footnote 4)

Many people have difficulty in their spiritual life after they are saved
because they do not know the pathway of life, and they do not take Christ as
their life. (CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” p. 135)

Today’s Reading

A smooth stone does not have any sharp edges or protrusions. Some people
are born this way; they never offend their siblings and parents at home, and
they never offend their co-workers and superiors at work. Regardless of how
people treat them, they are always smooth and even. When such a person is
saved, he becomes a smooth Christian in the church...Many brothers and sisters
praise him, saying, “This person is truly spiritual. He never argues at home
or causes trouble outside. We see him doing many things, but he never gives
his opinion. He is truly spiritual and full of life.”...We need to realize that this
is actually hypocrisy. If his behavior were truly spiritual, then it would mean
that he was spiritual even before he was saved. This is not possible. A person’s
spirituality is not determined by outward appearance but by how he takes care
of Christ...Life is God Himself, life is Christ, and life is the Holy Spirit. Anything
that is not of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit is not life. Hence, regardless of how
much a person can meet—and even go beyond—the standard of morality, this
is still not necessarily life.
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Christ operates and moves in us in order to make us clear about His will
and requirements for us and about His leading and dealing with us. However,
if we do not obey but go against the feeling within, not accepting His leading or
paying the price, this unwillingness and opposition are rebellion.

We may be very active and zealous in doing [such things as visiting gospel
friends and fellowshipping with the brothers and sisters] but still may imprison
the living Christ within us by ignoring Him. Thus, we are actually disobeying
the living Christ in us. He wants us to do things in a certain way, but we refuse
to follow His way. Our unwillingness to do things according to His will is clearly
rebellion.

Our natural being, disposition, and self are all problems that prevent God’s
life from coming out of us. However, the problem of our natural capability and
ability is even more serious, and it is a strong obstacle that prevents God'’s
life from flowing out of us. Many brothers and sisters truly love the Lord, are
zealous for the Lord, and are very godly. Nevertheless, their greatest problem
is the strength and greatness of their capabilities and abilities. Consequently,
Christ has no ground or way in them.

They even think that [their capabilities and talent] are good and useful
things to the church. They think that they need such [things] in order to serve
God. They do not despise their natural capabilities; instead, they treasure them.
If these capabilities remain unbroken in them, they will become a problem to
Christ’s life.

May the Lord have mercy on us so that we would be enlightened to see how
many obstacles there are in us and how much these obstacles restrict God’s life.
Actually, the obstacles in us are not limited only to these things. Nevertheless,
there is one solution to all these obstacles in us—we must pass through the
cross and let the cross break us. If we want Christ’s life to be unhindered in
us, we must experience the breaking of the cross and allow these obstacles to
be dealt with and removed. This will allow Christ’s life to be lived out from us.
(CWWL, 1953, vol. 1, “Knowing Life and the Church,” pp. 136-140)

Further Reading: CWWL, 1964, vol. 4, “Practical Lessons on the Experience of Life,”
ch. 16; CWWL, 1989, vol. 3, “The Experience and Growth in Life,” chs. 21—24, 27
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WEEK 3 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:1-2 Therefore putting away all malice and all guile and
hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, long
for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may grow unto
salvation.

According to the sequence of [the five sinful matters in 1 Peter 2:1], malice is
the root, the source, and evil speaking is the expression. We may have malice as
a root within us. Then there will eventually be evil speaking as the expression
of this malice. The development from malice to evil speaking includes guile,
hypocrisies, and envyings, three downward steps from malice toward evil
speaking...The root is malice, the development includes guile, hypocrisy, and
envy, and the final expression is evil speaking.

The milk of the word [in verse 2] is...milk for the soul, the inner being.
[t is conveyed in the word of God to nourish our inner man through the
understanding of our rational mind, and it is assimilated by our mental faculties.

The nourishment contained in the guileless milk of the word is an antibiotic
for guile...In 2:1 and 2, Peter indicates that, as newborn babes, we need to
practice putting away all guile, and we also need to desire the guileless milk of
the word. The purpose of putting away the evil root of malice is that we may
long for, desire, the milk of the word...If you want to hunger and thirst after
God’s word, that is, if you want to desire the drinking of the milk in the word,
you need to hate your malice and abstain from speaking evil things about
others. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 125-127)

Today’s Reading
According to Peter’s word in 1 Peter 2:2, by the guileless milk of the
word we may grow unto salvation...Growth in life results in salvation.

Salvation here, as the result of growth in life, is not initial salvation. God’s
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full and complete salvation has a long span—from regeneration, including
justification, to glorification (Rom. 8:30). At regeneration we receive initial
salvation. Then we need to grow by feeding on Christ as the nourishing milk
in the word of God unto full salvation, unto maturity for glorification. This
will be the salvation of our soul, which will be revealed to us at the revelation
of the Lord Jesus (1 Pet. 1:5, 9-10, 13). However, according to the context,
unto salvation in 2:2 refers directly to being built up as a spiritual house into
a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices in verse 5, and to tell out the
virtues of Him in verse 9.

In verse 3 Peter continues, “If you have tasted that the Lord is good.” The
Lord can be tasted, and His taste is pleasant and good. If we have tasted Him,
we will long for the nourishing milk in His word. The Greek word rendered
“good” in this verse also means “pleasant, kind.”

In 1 Peter 2:4 Peter makes a leap from the milk of the word to the living
stone. There does not seem to be a bridge or any other kind of connection
between the milk and the stone. First, Peter indicates that the Lord is the milk of
the word for nourishment. Then he goes on to speak of Him as the living stone.

This implies that the milk becomes the stone. How can this be? With us, this
is impossible, but it is not impossible with the Lord, because He is all-inclusive.
As the all-inclusive One, Christ is milk, and He is also the stone. We are not able
to exhaust all the aspects of Christ. He is the milk, He is the bread, and now we
see that He is the stone.

We need more experience of Christ as the milk and the stone. In the morning
we should drink Christ as milk from the Word. Then during the day the process
of transformation should take place within us. In the evening we should come
to the church meetings and fellowship with the saints. This is building. Here we
see that in the morning Christ is milk, and in the evening He becomes the stone.
During the day the milk does a transforming work within us to produce a stone.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 131-132, 134, 138-139)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 15—16; Life-study of Exodus,
msg. 57
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WEEK 3 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:5 You yourselves also...are being built up as a spiritual house into
a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

9 ...You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
acquired for a possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who
has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.

In 1 Peter 2:5...spiritual denotes the capacity of the divine life to live and
grow; holy, the capacity of the divine nature to separate and sanctify. The house
of God subsists mainly by the divine life; hence, it is spiritual. The priesthood
subsists mainly by the divine nature; hence, it is holy.

The coordinated body of priests is the built-up spiritual house. Although
Peter did not address his two Epistles to the church or use the term church
in verse 5 in stressing the corporate life of the believers, he did use the
terms spiritual house and holy priesthood to indicate the church life. It is
not the spiritual life lived in an individualistic way but the spiritual life lived
in a corporate way that can fulfill God’s purpose and satisfy His desire. He
wants a spiritual house for His dwelling, a priestly body, a priesthood, for
His service...This service issues from the three vital steps in the spiritual
life: being born anew (1 Pet. 1:2), growing in life by being nourished with
Christ, and being built up with the believers. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 154-
155)

Today’s Reading

Spiritual house and holy priesthood are synonymous terms. The spiritual
house is for God’s dwelling, and the holy priesthood is for God’s service.
According to 1 Peter 2:5, the building up of a spiritual house into a holy
priesthood is for a particular function...Here we see that Jesus Christ is the
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channel through which the spiritual sacrifices are offered to God...Furthermore,
what is offered to God must be something of Christ.

The spiritual sacrifices that the believers offer in the New Testament age
according to God’s economy are (1) Christ as the reality of all the sacrifices
of the Old Testament types, such as the burnt offering, meal offering, peace
offering, sin offering, and trespass offering (Lev. 1—5); (2) the sinners saved by
our gospel preaching, offered as members of Christ (Rom. 15:16); and (3) our
body, our praises, and the things that we do for God (Heb. 13:15-16; Phil. 4:18).

In 1 Peter 2:9...race, priesthood, nation, and people are all collective
nouns, referring to the believers corporately. As a race, we, the believers, are
chosen; as a priesthood, a body of priests, we are royal, kingly; as a nation,
we are holy; as a people, we are God’s possession, a possession particularly
acquired and owned by God as His treasure. Chosen race denotes our
lineage from God; royal priesthood, our service to God; holy nation, our
being a community for God; and people acquired for a possession, our
preciousness to God. These are all in a corporate sense. Hence, we need to
be built together.

As a chosen race, we have our source in God. We are also a royal priesthood.
Royal denotes the status of our priesthood, which is kingly, like that of Christ
the King, our High Priest, typified by Melchizedek (Heb. 7:1-2, 26; Gen. 14:18).
We are also a holy nation and a people acquired for a possession. Holy denotes
the nature of the nation. The Greek words rendered “a people acquired for
a possession” are an equivalent to a Hebrew expression [that]...implies a
particular treasure...In Titus 2:14 Paul speaks of “a particular people as His
unique possession.”...This is an expression borrowed from the Old Testament
(Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 26:18), and it denotes a people privately possessed by God as
His unique, peculiar treasure (Exo. 19:5), His own possession. First, we are a
chosen race, then a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people acquired for a
possession. As God’s particular treasure, we are His people who are precious to
Him. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 155-156)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msgs. 17—18
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WEEK 3 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

2 Cor. 4:12 So then death operates in us, but life in you.

10:13 But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the
measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to
reach even as far as you.

When we are under the killing of the Lord’s death, His resurrection
life is imparted through us into others. The impartation of life into others
is always the issue of our suffering the killing of the cross. (2 Cor. 4:12,
footnote 1)

We should not think that Paul was so spiritual that he was altogether
different from us. Even he had to learn to take the Lord’s restriction. For
example, Paul wanted to go to Rome, but he did not expect to go there in
bonds. Furthermore, he told the believers at Rome that he expected to go to
Spain by way of them (Rom. 15:24). Paul never went to Spain, and he arrived
in Rome in bonds. Those bonds were the Lord’s measure, His limitation. God
did not measure out Rome to Paul in a free way. Instead, God led him there as a
prisoner. Yes, Paul was in Rome, but he was there in prison. That imprisonment
was a restriction...God is sovereign, and whatever happened to Paul was under
God’s sovereignty. This means that Paul’s bonds and imprisonment were God'’s
sovereign restriction. Paul was willing to be subject to God’s measuring. He
neither transgressed this restriction nor rebelled against it. (Life-study of 2
Corinthians, pp. 442-443)

Today’s Reading

The Lord is especially interested in restricting the young people. If the young
ones do not have a heart to serve the Lord, He will stir them up to serve Him.
But once they have been stirred up, He will limit them. Human nature does not
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like this kind of limitation. For example, both in our sleeping and in our activity,
we may not like limitations. When, spiritually speaking, we are asleep, God will
stir us up. But when we become too active, He will restrict us. I know some
young people who have been offended because God has done this to them. A
young brother may want to be a leader among the young people. If he becomes
a leader, he may then want to be a deacon or an elder in the church. In these
matters he may expect to make swift progress. God’s way, however, is first to
speed us up and then to slow us down, first to raise us up and then to lower us
down. When we are down, He will lift us up. But when we get too far up, He will
lower us down...If we can take God’s ups and downs, we will eventually become
useful in His work.

Many young people cannot tolerate God’s ups and downs. After a few of
these ups and downs, they want to quit. Their attitude may be, “If God wants
me up, then let me go up to the heavens and stay there until the Lord Jesus
comes back. But if God wants me down, let me stay down. But I don’t like going
up and down, down and up.” This unhappiness with God’s ups and downs is an
expression of the disposition of many young people.

God does not want us to be always up or to be always down. Even in nature
the alternating of day and night testifies of this...God did not create us so that
we would have a day or night that would last for many years. This may be
according to our way, but it is not according to God’s way.

[ encourage the young people especially to study this portion of the Word
[2 Cor. 10:7-18] and learn from it how to conduct themselves in the church
service and how to move in the Lord’s recovery. Young people, you must know
your rule, your limit. This means that you must know how much God has
measured to you, how much He has apportioned to you. This restriction, this
limitation, is a very practical dealing with our flesh. Our natural man wants to
be without limitation. However, God knows our problem. Therefore, He sets up
boundaries and restrictions so that we may stay within the measure that He
has apportioned to us. (Life-study of 2 Corinthians, pp. 441, 444-445)

Further Reading: Life-study of 2 Corinthians, msg. 51; CWWL, 1953, vol. 1,
“Knowing Life and the Church,” chs. 3, 16
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WEEK 3 — HYMN

The Lord, the seed of life, has sown

The Church — Building by the Growth in Life

I — i ——
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1. The Lord, theseed oflife, hassown Himself in-to ourheart To grow upin - tofull-nessand be-come Hiscount-erpart. The

Ep Bb/D Eb Bb/D Eb
T T

B Bb/D

seed requires  norules or forms,
Bh/F F Bb Bb/D Eb

theall- - in-clu - siveseed  will
Cm/Ep Cm Bh/F F

= 1
its need— By this
F F/A Bb Bb'/D

for wa - ter is
G'/D C C/E

8h Eb/Bb Bb

i
grow inusindeed!(C) The seed is simply Jesus!

2. The growth of Christ, the seed, in us

(2]

Will soon produce the wheat,

[ S—— !
h, Je-suslivesinme! And by Hisgrowth thisseedin uswill reach matur-i - ty.

Qo

But must submit to transformation
Into precious stone.

The life within break forth—yet work

Divine is not complete;
For wheat alone can never be
The seed’s expression true;

So all the grains must blend together

Into something new.

The seed is simply Jesus;

Now wheat is Jesus too!
The grains of wheat must blend
Together into something new.

. The individual grains of wheat

No longer must be free,

The meal must pass through suffering
that precious stones be formed;
Then built into God’s building, to His
purpose full conformed.

6. From fullest growth and transformation
Comes a pearl of worth;
This simple, precious, all-inclusive
Gem will then come forth.
Conceived in death and formed in life
By that all-glorious One,
The church, His Bride, the fruit of all
The work that He has done.

But crushed together, ground to powder,

Every grain must be,

Until the wheat becomes the meal
From which the loaf is formed

Till all the saints will blend and to
His Body be conformed.

We all must take the grinding
until the Christ within
Can mold into His Body all the
individual grains.

. The seed is planted, wheat is grown

And meal is the sum

Of all the growth upon God’s farm,
Where Christians grow as one;

But all the growth in life is for

The building of the church,

That God and man may have a home
And both may end their search.

The farm is for the building,
for God and man a home,
‘Where both may dwell among
His people gathered into one.

God’s building is produced by silver,
Precious stones, and gold—

From meal through transformation,
Pressure, heat, and pain untold.
The meal must not be satisfied

To stay as meal alone,

The pearl is what He’s after,
the Bride to please His heart,

So single, pure and precious,

and His very counterpart.

7. The growth in life begins when planted
On God’s farm we’re found:
The growing seed becomes the wheat
From which the meal is ground.
But building work proceeds when meal
Submits to be transformed;
Then gold and silver, precious stones
For building will be formed.

The farm is for the building,
built up by precious stones,
From which the priceless pearl comes
forth to be His Bride, His own.

8. Lord, keep us poor in spirit,
Pure in heart that we may be
Good ground in which the seed of life
May grow abundantly,
Until the final stage is reached
And You are satisfied
And have Your priceless, chosen pearl,
Your joy complete, Your Bride.

Lord, keep us poor in spirit
and purified in heart,

That growing up in us You may
bring forth Your counterpart.
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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