% v9 Week Four

A% A B0 B S Becoming a Reproduction of Christ
&5 A and Experiencing Christ
1 & ATRAGHA as the Shepherd of Our Souls
g0 1 A 33 Hymns: 1170
4% WAT=21~23, 25, K+—28~30, B  Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 2:21-23, 25; Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27;
—27, =2 2:2
[A—] § Day 1
T HMT AL BZGER, FUAmHBESL L As believers in Christ, we may become a reproduction of

M LB R B—kar = 21: Christ as our model—1 Pet. 2:21;

— FIRKAEMITHRTOAEET B, H&MM#E A The living of the Lord Jesus under the government of God is a model so
F R A A S, IR A B IE AT —21 ~ that we may follow in His steps by becoming His reproduction—vv. 21-

23, Hw 20~ 21, 23; Eph. 4:20-21.

ZRAT—F -6 “HAH”, RLAE—#%&  B.The Greek word for model in 1 Peter 2:21 denotes a master copy used in
EFRAEA—%F AR FF, the teaching of writing—a writing copy, an underwriting, for students to
WA use in tracing letters as they learn to draw them:

1 FHC SR Ay A TG ERAE B A T AT - TR TImEEAY 1. The Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by
S DURRA TERPE AR T — — R +— 28 ~ 30 tracing and following His steps—Matt. 11:28-30.

2 HANOEAZTEBNRE NS IIRUERE » Tl 2.1t is not God's intention that we try to imitate Christ by our own effort; what
) ABRE IEEH—F )29 ME= 18- we need is not imitation but reproduction—Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18.

= EME2EEEMEE G2 EE A KME4, mAk  C We need to become Christ's reproduction, copies of Christ, by a process
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that involves the riches of the divine life; when this process is completed,
we will become a reproduction of Christ—John 3:15; Eph. 3:8.

D.The making of xerox copies may be used to illustrate what Peter means
by Christ being a model for us.

§ Day 2

E.In order to become a reproduction of Christ as our model, we need to
experience Christ as the One living in us, being formed in us, and making
His home in our hearts—Gal. 2:20; 4:19; Eph. 3:16-17a:

1. The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our inner being—
Gal. 1:16; Col. 3:10-11.

2. The pneumatic Christ—Christ as the life-giving Spirit—is living in us—1 Cor.
15:45b; Gal. 2:20:

a.God's economy is that the "I" be crucified in Christ's death and that
Christ live in us in His resurrection—John 14:19.

b.We are one spirit with the Lord, we have one life with Him, and we
should now be one person with Him—1 Cor. 6:17; Col. 3:4; Phil. 1:21a.

c. Since Christ dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to let Him live in us—
John 14:16-19; Gal. 2:20.

§ Day 3
3. To have Christ formed in us is to have Christ fully grown in us—4:19:
a. Christ was born into us at the time we repented and believed in Him,

then He lives in us in our Christian life, and finally, He will be formed
in us at our maturity—John 1:12-13; 3:15; Gal. 2:20; 4:19.

b.To have Christ formed in us is to allow the all-inclusive Spirit to
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occupy every part of our inner being, to have Christ fully grown in
us—~Col. 2:19; Eph. 4:15-16.

c. To have Christ formed in us implies that we are being constituted
with Christ organically—Col. 3:10-11.

d.Formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to image in 2 Corinthians
3:18; Christ will be formed in us so that we may express Him in His
image.

4. The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is making His home
in our hearts—Eph. 3:16-17a.

5. As Christ lives in us, is formed in us, and makes His home in our hearts, we
become a reproduction of Christ for the corporate expression of God—Rom.
8:29; 12:4-5; Rev. 21:2.

§ Day 4

II. As we become a reproduction of Christ, we can experience
and enjoy Christ as the Shepherd of our souls—1 Pet. 2:25;
Matt. 11:28-30; Phil. 1:27; 2:2:

A. As the Shepherd of our souls, the pneumatic Christ oversees our inward
condition, caring for the situation of our inner being:

1. Christ's organic shepherding primarily takes care of our soul—Psa. 23:3.

2. Christ shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our soul and by exercising
His oversight over the condition of our inner being—cf. Heb. 13:17.

3. This kind of shepherding is an inward, intrinsic, organic comforting.

B.Because our soul is very complicated, we need Christ, who is the life-
giving Spirit in our spirit, to shepherd us in our soul, to take care of our
mind, emotion, and will and our problems, needs, and wounds—]John
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14:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17:

1. As our pneumatic Shepherd, Christ takes care of us from within our spirit.

2. His shepherding begins from our spirit and spreads to every part of our soul.

3. From our spirit Christ reaches all the parts of our soul and takes care of us in
a tender, organic, all-inclusive way.

C. As the Shepherd of our souls, Christ restores our soul—Psa. 23:3a:

1. For our soul to be restored means that we are revived.

2. Restoring our soul also includes renewing and transforming—Rom. 12:2; 2
Cor. 3:18.

§ Day 5
D.As the Shepherd of our souls, the Lord gives rest to our soul—Matt.
11:28-30:

1. The Lord calls those who are striving to keep the law or struggling to be
successful in any work to come to Him for rest—v. 28.

2. This rest refers not only to being set free from the toil and burden under the
law or religion or under any work or responsibility but also to perfect peace
and full satisfaction.

3. To take the Lord's yoke is to take the will of the Father—12:50.

4. The Lord lived such a life, constrained by and caring for the will of His Father
(John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38); He was fully satisfied with the Father's will and had
rest in His heart.

5. The rest that we find by taking the Lord's yoke and learning from Him is an
inward rest, a rest for our souls—Matt. 11:29-30.
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§ Day 6
E.As the Lord shepherds our soul and restores our soul, we not only
experience Christ but also enjoy Him—Phil. 2:2; 3:1a:

1. The experience of Christ is a matter primarily in our spirit, but the enjoyment
of Christ is in our soul—1:27; 2:2.

2.1f there is a problem with our soul, we may have the experience of Christ
without the enjoyment of Christ.

3. Regarding Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul; this is the reason that in
order to have the enjoyment of Christ, we need the Lord to shepherd every
part of our soul, especially our mind.
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WEEK 4 — DAY 1

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:21-23 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
on your behalf, leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;
who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth; who being
reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept
committing all to Him who judges righteously.

The word model [in 1 Peter 2:21] has been spoiled by common usage. Literally,
the Greek word means a writing-copy, an underwriting for students to use in
tracing letters as they learn to draw them. In ancient times teachers would write
letters on writing material, and those letters became a master copy. Another
piece of writing material was put upon the master copy. Then the children would
practice writing by tracing the letters from the master copy onto their copy...The
Lord Jesus has set His life before us as an underwriting for us to copy by tracing
and following His steps. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 600-601)

Today’s Reading

It is not God’s intention, however, that we try to imitate Christ by our
own effort. We know from experience that trying to imitate Christ does not
work. We are not able to imitate Him. What we need is not imitation, but
reproduction...Qutwardly Christ is our model, and inwardly He is our person,
living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us. Through this
process we become a reproduction of the original, a reproduction of Christ as
our model.

We need to become Christ’s reproduction, copies of Christ, by experiencing
a process that involves the riches of the divine life. When this process is
completed, we shall become a reproduction of Christ. When anyone observes
the expression of the Triune God from within a believer, this indicates that such
a believer has become a reproduction of Christ, the model. The manner of life
that expresses the processed Triune God is a reproduction of Christ.
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As a model to the believers, Christ is the original used for making a
reproduction of Himself. In order to understand Christ as our model, we need
experience. From experience we know that as we enjoy Christ day by day, we
are undergoing the process of spiritual reproduction to make us living copies of
Christ.

To become the reproduction of Christ is very different from trying to imitate
Him. To illustrate, a man may set an example for a monkey to stand upright,
and the monkey stands up, imitating the man. Then the man walks, and the
monkey imitates him by walking on two feet. But after the imitation is finished,
the man leaves, and the monkey goes back to walking on all fours. At least to a
certain extent, those teachers who instruct believers to imitate Christ are like
a man training a monkey to imitate a human being. Trying to imitate Christ in
such a way simply does not work. Therefore, I do not encourage you to imitate
Christ. Instead, [ would point you to His riches. | would point you to Him as the
One living in us, being formed in us, and making His home in us so that we may
undergo the process of becoming the reproduction of Christ as our model. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 601-602)

As we read 1 Peter 2:18-25, we see that Peter was very rich in
experience. In this portion he speaks of grace, the writing copy, the Savior,
the Shepherd, and the Overseer. Christ is the life within us, and He is also
the model for us to follow. If we live by Christ as our inward life, that is,
by the indwelling Christ Himself, we will undergo the process of spiritual
xeroxing to become a reproduction of Christ. At the same time, we will
experience Him as the Savior saving us, as the Shepherd leading and
guiding us, and as the Overseer caring for us...May we all practice to enjoy
Christ according to what is revealed in these verses. May we all enjoy Him
as grace, as the model, and as the wonderful Savior, Shepherd, and Overseer.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 194)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 56

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 2



e =

= \\/ nE
?/\ X771

=20 “KRELZHEXFR4TTFR;, AAETE
0, TNHERARK, HTRAEAFAEAXREDEE; FHK
do AP G B EN A, RRAENILTHER

SRIREPTEN, AEEKR, AKRESTAEACT, ”

LN B7 “EVMEHEREK, RXBAXEFE,
A, AL HRMIAN, LERKREEH. 7

AEKRNKEF, EEZEEGFRE®T, EM116
B — L, XE-—HREEAHERWNE, EF

A2 BRATH & 45 ?’@73;5"/\/\@-]%*%%{[‘]%@
FrAENEBERAFTFEITE, BRI\ 7 —MAL—

F—maER(IE®, &MWg%Lk#%.%E+
FEEZHKEERNNG— L, IS FERINET.

—m, 2EE=ZERE; W, #tEERNEH.
EEXRTmEGNR, AEEMEEERNET. RE
WEEESEGERNR, R REERNET. -
TEAGERB R, HEERMNET. LSRN OFE
BB £4, w7 EBEERNNAC HAMEE
BMNEwE, BN ZEZRERNEG AL, FEEH.

REEWUARZEZ+HH, “EELEKRETBES.
EFEKNETE, “NWE%&%*‘&TIJE REE=+H
W, —@, “THEEK, Vr—W, “EEEREBE

. “EREW XBEHER. W, E?E%‘]% 184t

RERNETE. FHARBE=M, ~OEX—TW. )
(H=brgee
FHAREBEAEERNETE, ZRINFEXRETAH
THE. EHSRES T A S LR 1480, “EARES,
O MFERETERAASTS - F4BARMNES -3 7

WEEK 4 — DAY 2
Morning Nourishment

Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it
is Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
in faith, the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me.

John 6:57 As the living Father has sent Me and | live because of the
Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

We come now to the very important and vital matter of Christ being
the One who lives within the believers so that they may live Him. Christ is
not only our life; He as a person lives in us. All Christians need to realize
that we have another person—Christ—Iliving in us. We need to see the
vision that the very One who died on the cross to redeem us is now living
within us.

Christ, on the one hand, is in the third heavens. But on the other hand, He
lives within us. Christ became the life-giving Spirit in order that He might live in
us. Without being the life-giving Spirit, it would not be possible for the heavenly
Christ to live in us...As the life-giving Spirit, He lives within us. Now we have
Christ not only as our life but also as our person. Because He lives in us, we
should take Him as our person and live Him.

In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, “Christ...lives in me.”...For Christ to live in us
does not mean that He lives instead of us. In Galatians 2:20 Paul says, on the
one hand, “no longer I,” and on the other hand, “Christ...lives in me.” The phrase
in me is of great importance. Yes, it is Christ who lives, but He lives in us. (The
Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 587-588)

Today’s Reading

In order to understand how Christ can live in us, we need to consider
John 14. Before His death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus said to the

2024 International Thanksgiving Blending Conference - Morning Revival - Week 4 - Page 3



M EEE. 7 (19, ) EEEKNGHEE, FHE
RNETWELE. EEAEERES; HERNETES,
HEHN—FEE. EFsERNSHMEETERTET
EE. o BAVFEH TR, KA E®EA AL
W Em T, KNS FE, ERINZES=—H—FHF
E. AAEERMNETH =—, ERINEGEERE. E
b, EEEEHRMNEHEAE, MERNE@ES.

FEMRAEASNEL T EF R, “BHXEHEZRK,
BRAHARXEEH, B, Az A, LEARES. 7
THAREECESE. A, LEELETHEL—Z, 7
IEFE. THARSEEA, EHTEETHER, 7
RERNEw. THERXREXHFUER - Eaf—I £
HBo BRMAREEEFHNRALERZH, RINEEEFER
HAEG. KNMAF—MEeai—MEE, KINEHRE
&, MAaERMNE@EE. RI1ETE, MR TE;:
=AE, BARARRE. —@, RIOWT %, 7—,
BlgeFe, EXRNMTEEEEZIIFLE. EFEAE
KNEm, RMNEMEGE. Hit, RMNEMEH £
aw, F—AEE.

EMHA_E_FTFRIZRIAEBFERXNET®ES
ik, EHREMBEEAN. XERZFEERBT. REFER
Mg, EEX—NMAM, ERMNE@GEE. XfEHE
RMEmey £, TTE£AE XA E (the pneumatic
Christ) , EMRAEE. BAMX LI EER(NE @D,
KM FEFIEF UMBEBERNET, HFIEHS
HMEE. EENERREEAERA — 1N &Ea. — A&
A HAGHE—R, (HKa~17, ) RINEHEH
— N4, AESRMNZEMEZE —MAML, BEFKE
A, REERGERF X, BX. KTHERFH,
Ji—MAfEEMMNET. RINEFLXE, R4
SF N, MEFERXESE, HAHRAN b AZ S HAE KA
IALL, EMvEE. (TARRE =M, "—FEX_F.)

%{iﬁl‘:‘%: %ﬁé/‘j/é\i«@’ /{Wg—£+—£%o

O NFERETEMEES - 4B BMES -F 471

disciples, “Because I live, you also shall live” (v. 19). Christ lives in us by
causing us to live with Him. Christ does not live alone; He lives in us and
with us. He lives in us by enabling us to live with Him...We have not been
altogether ruled out, and our life has not been exchanged for the divine life.
We continue to exist, but we exist with the Triune God. The Triune God who
now dwells within us causes us to live with Christ. Hence, Christ lives in us
through our living with Him.

In John 6:57 the Lord Jesus said, “As the living Father has sent Me and I live
because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.” The
Son did not live by Himself. However, this does not mean that the Son was set
aside and ceased to exist. The Son, of course, continued to exist, but He did not
live His own life. Instead, He lived the life of the Father. In this way the Son and
the Father had one life and one living. It is the same in our relationship with
Christ today. We and Christ do not have two lives. We have one life and one
living. We live by Him, and He lives in us. If we do not live, He does not live; and
if He does not live, we cannot live. On the one hand, we are terminated; on the
other hand, we continue to exist, but we do not exist without Christ. Christ lives
within us, and we live with Him. Therefore, we and He have one life and one
living.

Paul’s word in Galatians 2:20 about Christ living in us is definite and
emphatic. There is no ambiguity here. Paul clearly says that Christ, as a
person, lives in us. This Christ who lives in us is the pneumatic Christ, the
Christ who is the Spirit. Now that He dwells in us as the Spirit, we need to
learn how to let Him live in us and how to live together with Him. A normal
believer is a person who has one life and one living with Christ. We are one
spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17), we have one life with Him, and now we should
be one person with Him. Sooner or later, those who seek the Lord realize that
Someone divine, heavenly, eternal, and spiritual lives in them as a person. If
we see this, we shall also see that just as He lived because of the Father, we
should now live because of Him, taking Him as our person. (The Conclusion
of the New Testament, pp. 588-589)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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WEEK 4 — DAY 3

Morning Nourishment

Gal. 4:19 My children, with whom | travail again in birth until Christ is
formed in you.

Eph. 3:17 That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in love.

Christ was born into the Galatian believers, but not formed in them when
they were regenerated through Paul’s preaching the gospel to them the first
time. The apostle then travailed again that Christ might be formed in them [Gal.
4:19]...His preaching was to bring forth Christ, the Son of the living God, in the
believers. Paul’s preaching was emphatically Christ-centered. According to the
book of Galatians, Christ has been revealed in us (1:16), He is now living in us
(2:20), and He will be formed in us (4:19). To have Christ formed in us is to
have Christ grown in us in full. First Christ was born into us at our conversion,
now He lives in us in our Christian life, and He will be formed in us at our
maturity.

Paul’s word about Christ being formed in us implies that we are being
constituted of Christ. To have Christ formed in us is a living, organic matter.
Christ is now living in us so that we may be constituted of Him organically. He
intends to constitute our being—our mind, emotion, and will—of Himself. He
will constitute every part of our soul so that we may have His form, His image,
in every part of our being. The word formed in Galatians 4:19 corresponds to
the word image in 2 Corinthians 3:18, where Paul tells us that we are being
transformed into Christ’s image. This image is a form. Christ must be formed
in us so that we may express Him by being in His image. (The Conclusion of the
New Testament, p. 590)

Today’s Reading
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The New Testament reveals that Christ is deeply related to our being...It is
a fact that Christ with His element dwells within us. As the living One, He with
His element is working within us organically, constituting Himself into our
being so that we may have His form and express His image. Paul travailed that
Christ might be formed in the believers in this way.

The Christ who lives in us and who is being formed in us is now making
His home in our hearts [Eph. 3:17]...The heart is the center of our being. In
our hearts Christ is now making His home, that is, settling Himself. Therefore,
Christ is not only in us, but He is making His home in us.

Our heart is composed of the three parts of our soul—the mind, the emotion,
and the will—plus our conscience, the main part of our spirit. Through
regeneration, Christ came into our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22). Now we should allow
Him to spread Himself into every part of our hearts. The heart is the totality
of all our inward parts and the center of our inward being. Therefore, when
Christ makes His home in our hearts, He controls our entire inward being and
supplies and strengthens every inward part with Himself.

Christ desires to spread from our spirit to all the parts of our heart. We,
however, may not always be willing for Him to spread into our mind, emotion, or
will. Therefore, Paul prayed to the Father that He would strengthen us according
to His power by His Spirit into our inner man so that Christ may make His home
in our hearts. This indicates that by being strengthened in this way, we shall be
willing to let the indwelling Christ spread into all the parts of our being and to
take over each part. This is Christ making His home in our hearts.

When we were saved, Christ came into our spirit...As we are
strengthened into the inner man, the door is opened for Christ to spread in
us, to spread from our spirit to every part of our mind, emotion, and will.
The more Christ spreads within us, the more He settles down in us and
makes His home in us. This means that He occupies every part of our inner
being, possessing all these parts and saturating them with Himself. As a
result, we are filled with Christ. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp.
591-593)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 55
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WEEK 4 — DAY 4

Morning Nourishment

1 Pet. 2:25 For you were like sheep being led astray, but you have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Psa. 23:3 He restores my soul; He guides me on the paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake.

Christ was our Redeemer in His death on the tree. Now He is our soul’s
Shepherd and Overseer in the resurrection life within us. Therefore, He
is able to guide us and supply us with life that we may follow in His steps
according to the model of His suffering (1 Pet. 2:21). According to verse
25, Christ is the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. Our soul is our inner
being, our real person. Our Lord, as the Shepherd and Overseer of our
soul, shepherds us by caring for the welfare of our inner being and by
exercising His oversight over the condition of our real person. (Life-study
of 1 Peter,; p. 190)

In the second stage of His shepherding, Christ restores (revives and
transforms) our soul (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23) and guides us (to walk according
to the spirit) on the paths of righteousness (to fulfill the requirement of
righteousness—Rom. 8:4). To be righteous, that is, to be right with persons,
matters, and things before God according to His righteous and strict
requirements, we need to be revived and transformed in our soul in order to be
proper and balanced in our mind, emotion, and will. (Psa. 23:3, footnote 1)

Today’s Reading

Our problem was that we were like sheep being led astray. But now we
have returned, turned back, to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. We
should not think that in 1 Peter 2:25 Peter uses soul as a synonym of spirit...A
shepherd takes care of the physical needs of his flock, and Christ our Shepherd
takes care of the needs of our soul...We all have a spirit, and the spirit is our
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inward organ. But our being is a soul. Therefore, Christ mainly shepherds us by
taking care of our soul. He takes care of our mind, emotion, and will.

We may think that our problems are with the body. No doubt, the body
does give us many problems. Nevertheless, our real problem is in our soul. Our
mind, emotion, and will all have problems. Unbelievers are wanderers in the
soul, and they do not have a shepherd to take care of them. But our situation is
different in that we have a Shepherd who takes care of our soul. Not only do we
have the Lord’s life within us, but we also have Him as our Shepherd. He is now
shepherding us in our soul.

[ would ask you to consider this matter of the Lord’s shepherding according
to your experience. Do you experience the Lord’s comfort and sense His
comfort in your spirit or in your soul?...If you say that His comfort is in the
spirit, your answer is not according to the Bible. Before you came into the
Lord’s recovery, you may not have known that you had a human spirit. But
since you have been in the church life, you have seen the revelation concerning
the human spirit. But this revelation may have now become to you a new kind
of tradition. To say that Christ’s comfort is in our spirit is to speak according to
a new tradition concerning the spirit. Many times we speak of turning to the
spirit, perhaps expecting that when we turn to the spirit, everything will be all
right. Actually, even after we turn to the spirit, many things may not be all right.
From experience Peter knew to say that Christ is the Shepherd of our souls.
Therefore, Peter does not tell us in verse 25 that Christ is the Shepherd of our
spirit or of our body; He clearly says that He is the Shepherd of our souls.

This Epistle was written to Jewish Christians who were suffering much
persecution. Apparently, persecution is related to our body outwardly.
Actually, persecution is aimed at the soul. Because it is our soul that suffers,
it is our soul that needs the Lord’s shepherding. It is not our body that needs
this kind of care, nor is it mainly our spirit. It is our soul—our mind, our
emotion, and our will—that needs the Lord as the Shepherd. (Life-study of 1
Peter, pp. 190-192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 57
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WEEK 4 — DAY 5

Morning Nourishment

Matt. 11:28-30 Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and | will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy
and My burden is light.

[Matthew 11:28] refers not only to the toil of striving to keep the
commandments of the law and religious regulations but also to the toil of
struggling to be successful in any work. Whoever toils thus is always heavily
burdened. After the Lord extolled the Father, acknowledging the Father’s way
and declaring the divine economy, He called this kind of people to come to Him
for rest. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 1) Rest refers not only to being set free from the
toil and burden under the law or religion or under any work or responsibility,
but also to perfect peace and full satisfaction. (Matt. 11:28, footnote 2)

To take the Lord’s yoke is to take the will of the Father. It is not to be
regulated or controlled by any obligation of the law or religion or to be
enslaved by any work, but to be constrained by the will of the Father. The Lord
lived such a life, caring for nothing but the will of His Father (John 4:34; 5:30;
6:38). He submitted Himself fully to the Father’s will (Matt. 26:39, 42). Hence,
He asks us to learn from Him. (Matt. 11:29, footnote 2)

Today’s Reading

To be meek, or gentle, means not to resist opposition, and to be lowly means
not to have self-esteem. Throughout all the opposition the Lord was meek, and
throughout all the rejection He was lowly in heart. He submitted Himself fully
to the will of His Father, not wanting to do anything for Himself or expecting to
gain something for Himself. Hence, regardless of the situation He had rest in
His heart; He was fully satisfied with His Father’s will. (Matt. 11:29, footnote 3)
The rest that we find by taking the Lord’s yoke and learning from Him is for our
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souls. It is an inward rest; it is not anything merely outward in nature. (Matt.
11:29, footnote 4)

The Lord’s yoke is the Father’s will, and His burden is the work of carrying
out the Father’s will. Such a yoke is easy, not bitter, and such a burden is light,
not heavy. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 1) The Greek word [translated “easy”] means
“fit for use”; hence, good, kind, mild, gentle, easy, pleasant—in contrast to hard,
harsh, sharp, bitter. (Matt. 11:30, footnote 2)

In our experience sometimes we just do not know...where to direct our
thoughts. This is an indication that our mind needs the Lord Jesus as the
Shepherd...As a result of His shepherding, our mind is directed and set in the
right way. Our emotion, being complicated, is easily upset...Therefore, we need
the Lord Jesus to shepherd us in our emotion. His shepherding comforts our
emotion. Our will also needs the Lord’s shepherding. As human beings, we
often find it difficult to make the right decision. Sometimes the hardest thing
to do is to make a decision. Unbelievers have no one to lead them and guide
them in making decisions. But we have a Shepherd to lead us and guide us.
The Lord’s leading and guiding are primarily related to our will. As the living
Shepherd, the Lord continually directs our will...The Lord is truly the Shepherd
of our soul. He directs our mind, comforts our emotion, and leads and guides
our will.

According to my experience, there is a difference between leading and
guiding. Leading is related to a destination. Suppose you are driving from your
home to a certain city. A road map may lead you to your destination. But once
you arrive at that city, you will need a guide, someone to direct you to the exact
place where you want to go...For instance, on the one hand, the Lord will lead
His people to the Holy Land. But once He has led them there, He will guide
them to Mount Zion.

As our Shepherd, the Lord leads us first and then guides us. He leads us to
the right place, and He guides us to the exact spot. This is Christ, our Shepherd.
(Life-study of 1 Peter, p. 192)

Further Reading: The Conclusion of the New Testament, msg. 58
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WEEK 4 — DAY 6

Morning Nourishment

Phil. 2:2 Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the
same love, joined in soul, thinking the one thing.

3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to
you, for me it is not irksome, but for you it is safe.

The dissension among the Philippians was due to their not being joined
in soul, to their not thinking the one thing in their mind, the leading part of
their soul...They had Christ in their spirit through regeneration, but they did
not have Christ in their soul through transformation. Only by having Christ
saturate and occupy their entire soul could they be made one in soul. (Phil. 2:2,
footnote 5)

Today’s Reading

For years we have spoken about the experience of Christ and the enjoyment
of Christ, but we have not seen the detailed way to enjoy Christ. Therefore, I
have been burdened to give a number of messages on the way to enjoy Christ.
In order to enjoy Him, we need to deal with every part of our soul, especially
with our mind. If our way of thinking is dealt with, we will have the proper
taste for Christ, and we will both experience Him and enjoy Him. We will not
only eat but enjoy what we are eating. Whether or not we enjoy the food we eat
depends upon our taste. Concerning Christ, our taste is mainly with our soul.
This is the reason that concerning the experience of Christ and the enjoyment
of Christ, we need to deal with the various parts of our soul. (CWWL, 1978, vol. 1,
“The Experience of Christ,” pp. 341-342)

In order to be our living Shepherd, it is necessary for Christ to dwell within
us [as the life-giving Spirit]...For Christ to be our Shepherd, He must be with
us, even in us. Many times He goes along with us in order to turn us back.
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Consider how the Lord was the Shepherd to the two disciples on the way
to Emmaus. These disciples were going in one direction, but the Lord went
with them in order to turn them to go in another direction. Luke 24:15 says,
“While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself drew near and went
with them.” Then He asked them what they were talking about. In a sense,
these disciples rebuked the Lord when they said, “Do You alone dwell as a
stranger in Jerusalem and not know the things which have taken place in it in
these days?” (v. 18). Then the Lord asked, “What things?” (v. 19). After walking
awhile together, they constrained the Lord to stay with them (v. 29). Then,
as He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them, “their eyes were
opened, and they recognized Him” (vv. 30-31). This is an example of the Lord’s
shepherding.

Sometimes the Lord shepherds us in the same way that He shepherded the
disciples on the road to Emmaus. We also may speak to Him in a nonsensical
way or ask Him nonsensical questions. We may even rebuke Him, and He may
pretend not to know what we are talking about. Many of us can testify of having
the Lord Jesus shepherd us in this way.

According to 1 Peter 2:25, Christ is also the Overseer of our souls. The New
Testament reveals that an overseer is an elder and that an elder is an overseer.
In 5:1-3 Peter gives a word to the elders concerning the shepherding of the
flock of God. What is the function of an overseer? The Greek word for overseer
means “one who oversees a particular condition or situation.” This word seems
to indicate someone above us who takes oversight concerning us and watches
what we are doing. However, according to our experience, the Lord as the
Overseer is One who cares for us. For Him to oversee us means that He takes
care of us. As the Overseer, the Lord does not govern us or rule over us. Rather,
He cares for us as a mother cares for her child. A mother oversees her child
with the purpose of caring for the child. She wants to take care of every need.
The same is true of Christ as our Overseer. (Life-study of 1 Peter, pp. 192-194)

Further Reading: Life-study of 1 Peter, msg. 21
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WEEK 4 — HYMN

The Lord is my Shepherd forever

Experience of Christ — As the Shepherd 1170
Al Eb Eb’ Ab Fm’ Bb Bb/D Eb
1. The Lord is my Shepherd for - ev - er, He mak-eth me down  to lie,
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He leadsme be - side the still wa - ters

~© Surelly goodnessand mer-cy shall fol - low me Allthedays, allthedaysof my life;
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ercyshall fol - low me Allthedays, allthedaysof my life.
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Surely goodnessand

2. My Shepherd Himself is my pasture,
My Shepherd, the waters of rest;
I eat of His riches in spirit,
I drink, and O how I am blest!

3. My Shepherd my soul is restoring,
My will, and emotion, and mind;
And though through the valley I'm walking,
O what a Companion I find!

4. A table prepared by my Shepherd
I feast on and Satan destroy;
My head is anointed with oil,
My cup runneth over with joy!

5. And now in His house I am dwelling
Enjoying the goodness of God;
My pleasure is far beyond telling,
My pleasure is Jesus my Lord!
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Composition for prophecy with main point and sub-points:
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