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Message Four

The Beauty of the Bride

E. M. Hymns: God’s Eternal Economy, 1345

Scripture Reading: Rom. 6:19, 22; Eph. 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7-9; 1

Thes. 5:23; S.S. 8:13-14

L.

Rom. 6:19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves to uncleanness and lawlessness unto lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness unto sanctification.

Rom. 6:22 But now, having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you have your fruit unto
sanctification, and the end, eternal life.

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

Eph 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

1 Thes. 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body be
preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

S.S.8:13 0 you who dwell in the gardens, My companions listen for your voice; Let me hear it.

S.S.8:14 Make haste, my beloved, And be like a gazelle or a young hart Upon the mountains of spices.

The process of dispositional sanctification is the process of
our organic salvation as our beautification to become the
beautiful, holy, and glorious bride for Christ—1 Thes. 4:3a;
1 Pet. 1:15-16; Eph. 1:4-5; 5:25-27; 1 Thes. 5:23-24; Rom.
6:19, 22:
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1 Thes. 4:3aFor this is the will of God, your sanctification:---

1 Pet. 1:15But according to the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also be holy in all your manner of
life;

1 Pet. 1:16Because it is written, “You shall be holy because [ am holy.”

Eph.1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and without blemish
before Him in love,

Eph.1:5 Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will,

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

1 Thes. 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body be
preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Thes. 5:24 Faithful is He who calls you, who also will do it.

Rom. 6:19 [ speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves to uncleanness and lawlessness unto lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness unto sanctification.

Rom. 6:22 But now, having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you have your fruit unto
sanctification, and the end, eternal life.

A.Ephesians 5:25-27 reveals the entirety of God's complete salvation in
presenting Christ to us in three stages:

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,
Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

1.1In the past, Christ as the Redeemer gave Himself up for the church for our
judicial redemption—"“Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself up for her”"—v. 25.

Eph. 5:25 Husbands, love your wives even as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

2.In the present, Christ as the life-giving Spirit is dispositionally sanctifying
the church by saturating her with His element so that she may be His
counterpart; this is organic salvation as bride beautification and bride
preparation—“That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of
the water in the word”—v. 26.
Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

2025 Int’l Memorial Day Blending Conference - Outline & Scriptures- Page 44



3Rk BB EMED  BRASEG H CIERCHE - &
FEHe— s EC  FRBNE S A
PR 2~ BRI ISH - AR 5]
AR —XERAIER > EREAE E—
2775 -

B5:21 MEMLBE, FREMBL, REEA. HE. REM

S, FRAANEA . AR

sfEEd > BEENHEGETHS A5 HiEE
fbd& 7 Rk HIE R A =mga H CIFECHE
HIREWE  FTIEENE 21 ERNE EE
= M EAZENERAd MG EHS
REHIEZ

Z WAt Em L AR AR AL @A
ARG ROAR, HHAFEEIRFATLI—F
W=7, $H=21,

F43:7 REAHRARETHWA, RRHN G EMEMAE, Y
EHy, ERERAEEN,
#3:21 BEBLY, FELEFIRE, RHFSH, LAHEER
K, KKEZIZ, B,
= ABERAAMZRANREEE—RZAS:

e

F£28:5 EAH, FEZHFMELEHAFZRAKEEE.

| IR T8k ) e b i B 3E R HY )
Gy b —H T N36~39 L6 TN 3
H28:36 MEMAMGAE—EHE, &ruEzBFEzZ %, 2155
H28:37 BEREMWT, FEAETITEHE.

H28:38 WHEAETHWH L, THEEL TNy EE,; ik
FMRUET A2 AN E, EHN— XL 0, X8
EHEELMWF L, ERMITUERA TR R

H28:39 ERAMEARSANME, AEnkAENE, XAHFLHAFLT
1EHE .

H29:6 EMAERAEMLLE, BEEWMETE L.

%#62:3 UL EHPERFREELEXZNTR, ERHNELEE

O AFEREZTRES S NEMESZ—5 45 71

3.In the future, Christ as the Bridegroom will present the church to Himself
as His counterpart for His satisfaction—“That He might present the church
to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but that
she would be holy and without blemish”—this is our glorification for bride
presentation—uv. 27.

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

4.1n the past, Christ gave Himself up for the church; in the present, He is
sanctifying the church; and in the future, He will present the church to
Himself as His counterpart for His satisfaction; therefore, His loving the
church is to sanctify her, and His sanctifying the church is for His presenting
the church to Himself glorious.

B.The beauty of the bride comes from the very Christ who is wrought into
the church and shining out from the church to be expressed through the
church—Isa. 43:7; Eph. 3:21.

Isa. 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, Whom I have created, formed, and even made for My glory.

Eph. 3:21 To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and ever.
Amen.

C. Christ is a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty to the remnant of His
people—Isa. 28:5:

Isa. 28:5 In that day Jehovah of hosts Will become a crown of glory and a diadem of beauty to the
remnant of His people,

1. A crown is like a hat or turban, whereas the diadem is the headband as the
most beautiful, glorious part of the crown—Exo. 28:36-39; 29:6; Isa. 62:3.

Exo 28:36 And you shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave upon it, like the engravings of a signet:
HOLINESS TO JEHOVAH.

Exo 28:37 And you shall put it on a cord of blue strands, and it shall be on the turban; it shall be at the
front of the turban.

Exo 28:38 And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall bear the iniquity of the holy things,
which the children of Israel sanctify for all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his
forehead, that they may be accepted before Jehovah.

Exo 28:39 And you shall weave the tunic of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and you
shall make a girding sash, the work of an embroiderer.

Exo.29:6 And you shall place the turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban.

Isa. 62:3 You will also be a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, And a royal turban in the palm of
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EH R your God.

B 2l:11 MEHAMERE; R AELERENESR, REE, Rev. 21:11Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, as clear as
B dm K o crystal.

NIEAKEE T2 TR ITAEMN T, I The Lord's primary work in the recovery is His genuine
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FTAZ SR, REAEMRE L6 the continual, dispositional sanctification spoken of in
FH, HEAXLERES, BFExTAE Ephesians 5:26, there is no way for the bride to be prepared
L EAFELALERLE: and, hence, no way for Revelation 19:7-9 to be fulfilled:
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Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

Rev 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Rev 19:9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of the Lamb.
And he said to me, These are the true words of God.

A.The church is being beautified through the process of sanctification by
Christ as the life-giving Spirit cleansing us by the washing of the water in
His word—Eph. 5:26-27:

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,
Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

1. This indicates that in the word of Christ is the Spirit as the water of life; the
words that He speaks to us are spirit and life—John 6:63.

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you
are spirit and are life.

2. As the life-giving Spirit, Christ is the speaking Spirit; whatever He speaks is
the word that washes us; this does not refer to logos, the constant word, but
to rhema, which denotes an instant word, the word that the Lord presently
speaks to us—Matt. 4:4; John 6:63; Rev. 2:7; 22:17a; cf. Isa. 6:9-10; Matt.
13:14-15; Acts 28:25-31.

Matt. 4:4 But He answered and said, It is written, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word
that proceeds out through the mouth of God.”

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you
are spirit and are life.

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him [ will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

Rev. 22:17aAnd the Spirit and the bride say, Come!---

Isa. 6:9  And He said, Go and say to this people, Hear indeed, but do not perceive; And see indeed, but do
not understand.

Isa. 6:10 Make the heart of this people numb; Dull their ears, And seal their eyes; Lest they see with their
eyes and hear with their ears, And their heart perceive and return, and they are healed.

Matt. 13:14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, “In hearing you shall hear
and by no means understand, and seeing you shall see and by no means perceive.

Matt. 13:15 For the heart of this people has become fat, and with their ears they have heard heavily, and
their eyes they have closed, lest they perceive with their eyes and hear with their ears and
understand with their heart, and they turn around, and I will heal them.”

Acts 28:25And when they disagreed with one another, they departed, Paul saying one word to them, Well
has the Holy Spirit spoken through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers,
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Acts 28:26Saying, “Go to this people and say, In hearing you shall hear and by no means understand, and
seeing you will see and by no means perceive;

Acts 28:27For the heart of this people has become fat, and with their ears they have heard heavily, and
their eyes they have closed, lest they perceive with their eyes and hear with their ears and
understand with their heart, and they turn around, and I will heal them.”

Acts 28:28Let it be known to you therefore that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they
will also hear it.

Acts 28:29And when he had spoken these things, the Jews departed, having much dispute among
themselves.

Acts 28:30And he remained two whole years in his own rented dwelling and welcomed all those who
came to him,

Acts 28:31Proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with
all boldness, unhindered.

3. Christ's speaking is the Spirit; His speaking is the very presence of the life-
giving Spirit—]John 6:63; Eph. 6:17.

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you
are spirit and are life.
Eph. 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God,

4. The indwelling Christ as the life-giving Spirit is always speaking an instant,
present, living word to metabolically cleanse away the old and replace it with
the new, causing an inward transformation.

B.Through such a washing process we are saturated with Christ and
beautified by Christ to be His holy, beautiful, God-expressing bride,
a bride without blemish or imperfection—Rev. 19:7; cf. S. S. 6:13;
8:13-14.

Rev. 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

S.S.6:13 Return, return, O Shulammite; Return, return, that we may gaze at you. Why should you gaze at
the Shulammite, As upon the dance of two camps?

S.S.8:13 0 you who dwell in the gardens, My companions listen for your voice; Let me hear it.

S.S.8:14 Make haste, my beloved, And be like a gazelle or a young hart Upon the mountains of spices.

C. Christ as the life-giving Spirit sanctifies the church by cleansing her
according to the washing of the water in the word; according to the divine
concept, water here refers to the flowing life of God typified by flowing
water (Exo. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4; John 7:37-39; Rev. 7:17; 21:6; 22:1, 17); we
are now in such a washing process in order that the church may be holy
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and without blemish.

Exo.17:6 1 will be standing before you there upon the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and
water will come out of it so that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the
elders of [srael.

1 Cor.10:4 And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed them,
and the rock was Christ.

John 7:37 Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.

John 7:38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall flow rivers of
living water.

John 7:39 But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were about to
receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Rev.7:17 For the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and guide them to springs of
waters of life; and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

Rev. 21:6 And He said to me, They have come to pass. [ am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End. I will give to him who thirsts from the spring of the water of life freely.

Rev. 22:1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God
and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.

Rev. 22:17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let him who is
thirsty come; let him who wills take the water of life freely.

D.The Greek word for washing in Ephesians 5:26 is literally laver; in the
Old Testament the priests used the laver to wash away their earthly
defilement (Exo. 30:18-21); day by day, morning and evening, we need
to come to the Bible and be cleansed by the laver of the water in the

word.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Exo 30:18 You shall also make a laver of bronze, with its base of bronze, for washing. And you shall put it
between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it.

Exo 30:19 And Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet with water from it;

Exo 30:20 When they go into the Tent of Meeting, they shall wash with water, that they may not die; or
when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn an offering by fire to Jehovah,

Exo 30:21 They shall wash their hands and their feet, that they may not die. And it shall be a perpetual
statute to them, for him and for his seed throughout their generations.

E.Paul uses the Greek word rhema when he speaks of the word with its
washing process (Eph. 5:26); logos is God's Word objectively recorded in
the Bible; rhema is the word of God spoken to us on a specific occasion
(Mark 14:72; Luke 1:35-38; 5:5; 24:1-8).

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,
Mark 14:72 And immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered the word, how Jesus had
said to him, Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times. And thinking upon it, he wept.
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Luke 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also the holy thing which is born will be called
the Son of God.

Luke 1:36 And behold, Elizabeth your relative, she also has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who is called barren,

Luke 1:37 Because no word will be impossible with God.

Luke 1:38 And Mary said, Behold, the slave of the Lord. May it happen to me according to your word. And
the angel departed from her.

Luke 5:5 And Simon answered and said, Master, through the whole night we toiled and caught nothing;
but based on Your word [ will let down the nets.

Luke 24:1 Now on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, bringing the spices
which they had prepared.

Luke 24:2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb;

Luke 24:3 But when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.

Luke 24:4 And while they stood perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling clothing.

Luke 24:5 And they became frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, and the men said to them,
Why are you seeking the living One among the dead?
Luke 24:6 He is not here but has been raised. Remember how He spoke to you while He was still in Galilee,

Luke 24:7 Saying that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and
on the third day rise up.
Luke 24:8 And they remembered His words.

F. The rhema reveals something to us personally and directly; it shows us

what we need to deal with and what we need to be cleansed from (the
laver of bronze was a mirror that could reflect and expose—Exo. 38:8);
the important thing for each one of us is this—is God speaking His word
to me today?

Exo.38:8 And he made the laver of bronze and its base of bronze from the mirrors of the serving women
who served at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

G.One thing that we always treasure is that the Lord still speaks to us

personally and directly today; true growth in life depends upon our
receiving the word directly from God; only His speaking in us has true
spiritual value—Heb. 3:7-11, 15; 4:7; Psa. 95:7-8.

Heb 3:7 Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice,

Heb 3:8 Do not harden your hearts as in the provocation, in the day of trial in the wilderness,

Heb 3:9 Where your fathers tried Me by testing Me and saw My works for forty years.

Heb 3:10 Therefore I was displeased with this generation, and [ said, They always go astray in their
heart, and they have not known My ways;

Heb 3:11 AsIswore in My wrath, They shall not enter into My rest!”

Heb. 3:15 While it is said, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as in the provocation.”
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Heb. 4:7 He again designates a certain day, today, saying in David after so long a time, even as was said

before, “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.”

Psa.95:7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture And the flock of His hand. Today, if you
hear His voice,
Psa.95:8 Do not harden your heart as at Meribah, As in the day of Massah in the wilderness,

H.The central point of our prayers should be our longing for the Lord's
speaking, which enables us to fulfill the goal of His eternal economy
according to His heart's desire to have a bride as His counterpart—Rev.
2:7; cf. 1 Sam. 3:1, 21; Amos 3:7.

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

1 Sam. 3:1 And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. Now the word of Jehovah was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.

1 Sam. 3:21 And Jehovah continued to appear in Shiloh, for Jehovah revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh
by the word of Jehovah.

Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord Jehovah will not do anything unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.

I. In a very practical sense, the Lord's presence is one with His speaking;
whenever He speaks, we realize His presence within us; Christ's speaking
is the very presence of the life-giving Spirit.

J. The speaking of the indwelling Christ as the life-giving Spirit within us is
the cleansing water that deposits a new element into us to replace the old
element in our nature and disposition; this metabolic cleansing causes
a genuine and inward change in life, which is the reality of dispositional
sanctification and transformation.

K.We must be beautified by Christ as the life-giving, speaking Spirit in our
spirit; through the Lord's speaking within us as the life-giving Spirit, we
are becoming His glorious church—Eph. 5:26-27; Rev. 2:7.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

I1I. Ephesians 5:27 reveals that the church as the bride of Christ
will eventually become a glorious church, a God-expressing
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church, “not having spot or wrinkle or any such things, but
that she would be holy and without blemish”:

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

A.Our only beauty is the shining out of Christ from within us; what Christ
appreciates within us is the expression of Himself—Psa. 50:2; 2 Cor. 3:15-
18; cf. Exo. 28:2:

Psa. 50:2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
2 Cor 3:15Indeed unto this day, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart;

2 Cor 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
2 Cor 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
2 Cor 3:18But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.
Exo.28:2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.
1. “Your eyes will see the King in His beauty” (Isa. 33:17a); “the King will desire
your beauty” (Psa. 45:11a).

Isa. 33:17a Your eyes will see the King in His beauty;---
Psa. 45:11a Thus the King will desire your beauty.---

2.“You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As
terrible as an army with banners”—S. S. 6:4.

S.S.6:4  You are as beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, / As lovely as Jerusalem, / As terrible as an army with
banners.

B.For the bride to be prepared means that she is clothed in “fine linen,
bright and clean,” which is “the righteousnesses of the saints” (Rev. 19:8);
this fine linen is the beauty of the bride.

Rev. 19:8 And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine
linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

C. On the day of his wedding, a bridegroom cares much more for the beauty
of his bride than for her ability; the Lord Jesus, our God, cares primarily
for the beauty of Himself expressed through our humanity; we need
to be beautified by Christ day by day so that we can be prepared to be
presented to Him as His lovely bride.
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D.Whenever we take time to behold the beauty of the Lord in His word by
pray-reading and musing upon His word (Eph. 6:17-18; Psa. 119:15), He
becomes our beauty, and we are beautified by Him to become the house
of His beauty so that He also may be beautified (27:4; 2 Cor. 3:18; Isa.
60:7b, 9b, 13b, 19b, 21b).

Eph. 6:17 And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God,

Eph. 6:18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in all
perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,

Psa. 119:15 I will muse upon Your precepts And regard Your ways.

Psa. 27:4 One thing I have asked from Jehovah; That do I seek: To dwell in the house of Jehovah All the
days of my life, To behold the beauty of Jehovah, And to inquire in His temple.

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.

Isa. 60:7b ---And I will beautify the house of My beauty.
Isa. 60:9b ---Unto the name of Jehovah your God And unto the Holy One of Israel; for He has beautified you.

Isa. 60:13b ---
Isa. 60:19b ---
Isa. 60:21b ---

E. The washing of the water in the word in Ephesians 5:26 deals mainly
with spots and wrinkles; spots refer to something of the natural life, and
wrinkles are related to oldness; only the water of life can metabolically
wash away such defects by the transformation of life.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

F. To be holy is to be saturated with Christ and transformed by Christ, and to
be without blemish is to be spotless and without wrinkle, having nothing
of the natural life of our old man—cf. S. S. 4:7.

S.S.4:7  You are altogether beautiful, my love, And there is no blemish in you.

G.Also, the church will not have “any such things,” which means that she
will not have “this or that kind of defect”; God will bring the church to the
place where nothing can be said against her in any respect—Eph. 5:27.

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

IV. Ephesians 5:26-27 matches Song of Songs 8:13-14; both

To beautify the place of My sanctuary; And [ will make the place for My feet glorious.
But Jehovah will be an eternal light to you, And your God your beauty.
The branch of My planting, The work of My hands, That I may be beautified.
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reveal that it is by the Lord's speaking to us that we are
prepared to be His glorious bride with the desire for His
second coming—“0 you who dwell in the gardens, / My
companions listen for your voice; / Let me hear it. / Make
haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart /
Upon the mountains of spices”:

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

S.S.8:13 0 you who dwell in the gardens, / My companions listen for your voice; / Let me hear it.

S.S.8:14 Make haste, my beloved, / And be like a gazelle or a young hart / Upon the mountains of spices.

A.In Song of Songs the loving seeker of Christ asks Him who dwells in the
believers as His gardens to let her hear His voice while her companions
listen for His voice—8:13; cf. 4:13-16; 5:1; 6:2:

S.S.8:13 0O you who dwell in the gardens, My companions listen for your voice; Let me hear it.

S.S.4:13 Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates / With choicest fruit; / Henna with spikenard,

S.S.4:14 Spikenard and saffron; / Calamus and cinnamon, / With all the trees of frankincense; / Myrrh
and aloes, / With all the chief spices.

S.S.4:15 A fountain in gardens, / A well of living water, / And streams from Lebanon.

S.S.4:16 Awake, O north wind; / And come, O south wind! / Blow upon my garden: / Let its spices flow
forth; / Let my beloved come into his garden / And eat his choicest fruit.

S.S.5:1 I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I
have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; [ have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends;
Drink, and drink deeply, O beloved ones!

S.S.6:2 My beloved has gone down to his garden, To the beds of spices, To feed in the gardens And
gather lilies.

1. This indicates that in the work that we as the lovers of Christ do for Him as
our Beloved, we need to maintain our fellowship with Him, always listening
to Him—Luke 10:38-42.

Luke 10:38 Now as they went, He entered into a certain village, and a certain woman named Martha
received Him into her home.

Luke 10:39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at the Lord's feet and was listening to His word.

Luke 10:40 But Martha was being drawn about with much serving, and she came up to Him and said,
Lord, does it not matter to You that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to do her
part with me.

Luke 10:41 But the Lord answered and said to her, Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about
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many things;
Luke 10:42 But there is need of one thing, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken
away from her.

2.0ur lives depend on the Lord's words, and our work depends on His
commands (Rev. 2:7; 1 Sam. 3:9-10; cf. Isa. 50:4-5; Exo. 21:6); without the
Lord's words we will not have any revelation, light, or personal knowledge of
Christ as our King (Isa. 6:1, 5), our Lord (2 Cor. 5:14-15), our Head (Col. 2:19),
and our Husband (2 Cor. 11:2); the life of the believers hinges totally upon
the Lord's speaking (Eph. 5:26-27).

Rev. 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to
him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

1 Sam. 3:9 And Eli said to Samuel, Go and lie down, and if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, O Jehovah; for
Your servant is listening. And Samuel went and lay down in his place.

1 Sam. 3:10 Then Jehovah came and stood by and called as at the other times, Samuel! Samuel! And
Samuel said, Speak, for Your servant is listening.

Isa. 50:4 The Lord Jehovah has given me The tongue of the instructed, That I should know how to sustain
the weary with a word. He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear To hear as an
instructed one.

Isa. 50:5 The Lord Jehovah has opened my ear; And I was not rebellious, Nor did I turn back.

Exo.21:6 Then his master shall bring him to God and shall bring him to the door or to the doorpost, and
his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.

Isa. 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty throne, and the train
of His robe filled the temple.

Isa. 6:5 Then I said, Woe is me, for I am finished! For I am a man of unclean lips, And in the midst of a
people of unclean lips [ dwell; Yet my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.

2 Cor.5:14 For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all,
therefore all died;

2 Cor. 5:15 And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died
for them and has been raised.

Col. 2:19 And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit together
by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

2 Cor.11:2 For I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God; for I betrothed you to one husband to
present you as a pure virgin to Christ.

Eph. 5:26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the word,

Eph. 5:27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.

B. As the concluding prayer of this poetic book, the Song of Songs, the lover
of Christ prays that her Beloved would make haste to come back in the
power of His resurrection (gazelle and young hart) to set up His sweet
and beautiful kingdom (mountains of spices), which will fill the whole
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earth—=8:14; Rev. 11:15; Dan. 2:35:

S.S.8:14 Make haste, my beloved, And be like a gazelle or a young hart Upon the mountains of spices.

Rev. 11:15And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

Dan. 2:35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed all at once, and they
became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that
no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth.

1.Such a prayer portrays the union and communion between Christ as the
Bridegroom and His lovers as the bride in their bridal love, in the way that
the prayer of John, a lover of Christ, as the concluding word of the Holy
Scriptures, reveals God's eternal economy concerning Christ and the church
in His divine love—Rev. 22:20.

Rev. 22:20He who testifies these things says, Yes, [ come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

2.“Come, Lord Jesus!” is the last prayer in the Bible (v. 20); the entire Bible
concludes with the desire for the Lord's coming expressed as a prayer.

Rev. 22:20He who testifies these things says, Yes, [ come quickly. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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